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CHICAGO, TH&RSDA Y, NOVEMBER 21, 1878. 
Editorial. 
The Educational Weekly Free! 
Fm' ellery subscription aCCOml)anied by tlte full p1-lcc, 
$2.50, "eceivetl between this_ date (!,nd Dec. 31, 1878, we 
wf,ll send H The Educational TVeekly" free till Jan. l' 
1880. This affords those whose subscriptions a1'e ex-
pirinu an extraordinary opportunity to renew at r e dnc 
ed ·t'ates. A lUl-nd·red d·ijfm·ettt subscribers ouuht to t.ake 
advantage oj" th'is offer eve1'y week u~til the end oj" Ute 
year, In o"([er that teach ~ r!l who do not· now take the 
" Weekly" may know of tlte opportunity we offer them, 
OU1' r eaders, especially superintendent.~ antt p1'i1wip(ds, 
must tal.e pains to annmuice it, . 7'/te lwolier 'wc ,'eceive 
Ihe ,'emittltlwc the more the subscriber will (Jet for his 
money. Hiwl'" up yoltr subsc;iptions and renewals, 
We were laboring to express ourselves in a proper and becom-
ing manner over the result of the election so far as concerns the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction of llIinois, when the 
matter of our state editor came to hand, and to our great. relief. 
We can now do with perfect propriety-there would be great im-
propriety in not doing it-what the boy did who desiring a "short 
cut" in his prayers, posted a written one upon his bed-post, and 
thereafter declared regularly and with proper gravity we hope;-
"Them's my sentimt:nts." May the defe!J.ted candidates find 
in private walks abu'ndant opportunity to employ their talents, 
- and may the winning man be endowed with wisdom and ability 
to be a worthy representative and leader in the educational in-
terests of the noble State of Illinois. 
It is not often that the editorial sanctum of the WEEKLY is so 
pleasantly lightened, and enlightened also, as it was last week by 
a call from Mrs. Mary P. Colburn, the Massachusetts ed itor of. 
the New Enfflalld.l0urlUllof Educatio", ancl the veteran primary 
teacher of Boston. We call her a veteran not from any battle 
(pedagogic) scars that she wears, but from her long and eminent 
service not only as a primary teacher-for she has taught, we 'be-
lieve, fourteen consecutive years in one school-room-but also, lIS 
one of the most prominent and valued lady writers upon educa-
tion in the country. She spent the summer in Boulder, Col., 
and for the sake of recruiting her health has prolonged her vnca-
tion until now; but not with as entire success, we are sorry to 
say, as her host of friends wO'uld wish. On her return trip she 
has made quite a visit to the schools of Illinois, and pronounce.s 
them admirable, and that too with an innection that shows she 
means it, which is considerable to come from such a thorough-
bred Bostonian. 
From.Mrs. Colburn's vivacity, and keenness and variety of 
observation and in~ight, it would never be suspected that she has 
discharged, for so many years, those duties which in their effects 
upon most teachers are like winds from the desert. May her 
tribe increase, and her shadow. not a small olle now, never grow 
less ! 
Th'e address of Dr. John Hancock, in another column, will be 
read with interest as coming from one of the most prominent ed. 
ucators of the country, and upon topics of present moment. We 
a..re especially gratified with his sentiments upon ourses of study 
for our public schools. There is strong promise of a better day 
near at hand, when such declarations in regard to our "extra-
super," cast-iron courses of study, come from an educator who is 
cons~rvative in his character and methods, and who hIlS been 
ranked heretofore among those superintendents who believe in 
"tightening up the screws" pretty well. There is nothing under 
the sun more preposterous than many of these "time cards" 
which have come to our notice. How any man of sense r:ould 
tolerate them, much less prescribe them, is beyond omprehcD-
sion. And then, at the 'end of every month or six week" by a 
pestiferous written examination, applying the square and plumb, 
as. if settlement were to be made with It brick-layer or a hew r 
of stone! I Who is to blame that our tt'achers are but machines, 
and that they keep clear of the fatal ambition to be anything 
more? - It is a crime to so letter a teacher who has sense enough 
to teach without such minute directions. And if she has IIOt 
enough sense to teach witho!!t them, it is a greater sin to let her 
darken a school-room door. The great, unsolved question for our 
gmt.led schools to work out is, How to make the spirit of {rt'edom 
welcome and at home within a house well ordered and syste-
matic. 
WRITTEN EXAMINATION. 
PROF. HOMER B. SPRAGUE, Principal of the Girl's High School, Boston, read a paper, some time since, before the 
High School Teachers' Associatioll of tbat cily, on "The Use 
and Abuse of Written Examinations." Some of his thoughts 
are so eminentl y sensible, and carry with them the authority of so 
prominent an educator, that we republish in another column 
parts of his paper as recently published in the New E"gla"d 
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Journal of Edltcation. It is needless for us to say that we en-
dorse most emphatically the sentiments which - we quote from 
Prof. ,Sprague. We have labored diligently in the same direc-
tion; and are heartily-glad 'to see indications that a 'more health-
ful sentiment and a more sens ibte practice are beginning to pre-
vail in regard to this agency in education. But much work 
needs to be done yet by way of retrogres.ion, especially in the 
super-graded, exam\ned-to-death schools of some of our larger 
cities. 
The WEEKLY would not be understood as seeking to abolish 
written examinations_ They are a necessity, and when.judicious-
Iy used they are a great help in promoting thorough teaching 
. and thoroug/J lcar!)ing. But as a new invention they have been 
put to uses for which they are not adapted. By their abuse they 
have been converted into an engine of untold injury in our 
scliool system, Instead of bringing life and health, they have, 
generally speaking, stimulated mechanical teaching; they have 
shorn the teacher of his locks, and have literally drawn from 
many their life-blood. Our children have been forced to swal-
low books, syllabuses and lectures, without bolting, in order to 
make sure of a certain per cent. The teacher has been allowed 
nl) perspective in his work and . but little individuaHty in his 
methods, Great facts and small ones, broad principles and petty 
details, all have had to go through the same process, without va-
riation or discretion, because "we must prepare for the examina-
tion. " 
It is high time that t ;le abuse of written ex~minations should 
come to an end, and that they should be applied to an intc:Iligent 
and legitimate purpose. Prof. Sprague hits the right thought when 
he says:-"except in rare c~es it is enough to know that a stu-
dent passes or fails to, pass, without estimating precisely the 
merit or demerit. * * May we not lay it down asa general rule that 
school examinations should be qualifyin/l, and not competitive 7" 
Let ex~minations cease to be looked upon as ·a refined and del-
icate instrument, capable of expressing in exact terms the mi-
nU,test shades of a pupil's merit. They are only a gross instru-
ment, utterly incapable of doing justice to many most valuable 
and_essential qualties in the work of noble teachers and faithful 
pupils. Let the per cent fever subside. Allow children no lon-
ger to delude themsel~es with the idea that what they truly are 
and have really accomplished can be 'represented by figures , Let 
us begin to prize, -and to teach a proper appreciation 'of, the un-
calculated and un calculable elements in the true teachers' labor. 
Upon this subject of written examinations, their uses and 
abuses, how often ·they should be held, modes of conducting 
them, and. especially upo.n devices for saving time and labor in 
the marking of I?anuscripts; we sh'lll be glad to hear from our 
readers, no matter how radically they may differ from us. But 
we do not wish to be understood as opposing written examina-
tions in their prpper place. We only condemn as a most mon-
strous abuse and evil the way in which they are used by many 
sup!rintendents, a'1d principal:>, and ev~n by some teachers in 
their own schools, We commend Prof. Sprague's pap~r to that 
large body of teacher. who think more of an examination day. 
tl11n they do of the fin).l judgment, and in who3~ cO:1ception' the 
chief end of childhood is to "pass" rnto the next grade. . . 
WELL DONE!! 
OUR neighbor at Dubuque seems to have had Ii fresh infusion of new spirits-no insinuation meant'--this month. At least' 
its November number, which is just ~t hand, is the most .re-
freshing one that has come to' our table yet. It opens witli the 
following happy version of "Who Killed Cock-Robin?" We 
would exclaim with the little ,boy, "Mister, please do SO some _ 
more." 
WHO GOT THE "BRONZ" MEDAL? 
T O Al.L WHO (;01' PRIZES AT THE PARIS EXPOSITION AND TO 50)[E wHll QID 
NOT, 1'HIS POEM IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED BY THK _~UTHOR. 
, Who got the "Bronz" Medal? 
"I t says Our Al1urican Publicat;OIt / 
"I am the pride of the nation; 
I got the 'bronz' medal." 
Who got Honorable Mmtion ? 
"I," ~ays the WEEKLY, 
All humbly and weekly, 
"I got the Yankee invention." 
Who got the Gold Medal? 
"I," says the man at. St. Louis. 
· .. If I'm not, then-wno is 
The man with a gold medal ?" 
Who else got prizes? 
"We," say the journals all , _ 
Big, little, great, and small, 
"We all got prizes." 
NOTE_-In a work of such great historical importance as this poem, it is 
custO!l,ary to append the authorities for each section, which we herewith pro-
ceed to do. . 
For the first stanza. 
Among the awards of the Department of Education at the Paris Exposition 
is a Bronz Medal to the New England yournal of Education_ It is gratify-
ing to note that the highest award given to the Educational Journalism of any 
country comes to our American publication.-Cirtular letter smt Ollt by To W. 
Bicknell, Editor of New England yournal_ 
For second stanza. . 
We will say nothing of the fact that the "bronz" i; only a third grade medal. 
and that there is no competition in Educational Journalism at the Paris Expo-
sition.-Ed. Weekly of Sept. T2. . 
. Honorable Mmtion-To S. R. Winchell, Chicago, Ill., THE EDUCATIONAL 
WEEKLY, IS77.-List of Awards, N. Y. Herald. 
We are content with our prominent position. We shall try to wear our 
honors with the most approved grace.-Ed. Weekly, Sept. 26. 
For third stanza_ -
Gold Medal-[The only one given]-To Henry Barnard ,' of Hartford, 
Conn_-:rne American yournal of Education, ISS9-77·-List of Awards; 
N. Y. Herald. 
We learn from a private source that a gold medal was awarded to the 
America" Yournal of Education. - y_ B . Mer-dJin's "Am. Yournal," St. 
Louis. ' 
After seeing our friend do so creditable a thing, and bearing 
him talk so learnedly of the "pessimistic articles and the dilit-
iante distresses and despairs of the Atlantic Monthly," and of 
the "highly-almost terribly-dramatic poem on the old subject 
onhe 'Vengeance .of MacLean,' in Appldon's Journal," it is 
really distressing to be obliged to believe that he cannot dist~n­
guish a_ joke from a mile-stone. The next time Major Merw!n 
attempts to perpetrate a harmless joke in the colums of the Amer-
ican Journal of Education, it is to 'be hoped he will have respect 
to the infirmity of his friend up the river and will despatch ames" 
senger in adv~nce with a private and clear interpretation. . 
DO WE NEED A- NEW PRONOUN OR NOT? 
[From the AtlantiG Honthly.] 
WE want a new pronoun. The need of a personal pronoun of the' singu-lar number and common gender is so desperate, urgent. and impera-
tive, that according to the established theories it should long since have grown 
on our speech as the tails grew off the monkeys. ' 
When I was a cbild 'and spake as a child, reckless of grammar and rhet-
oric, there was no trouble; but growing mindful of the proprieties' of speech, 
I became conscious of a need, dimly felt at first, an.d hardly recognized\ but 
ever growing more imperative, until now it calls loudly every time L open my 
mouth to speak, or take a pen ~o write. For instance, I am writing a _51!),),. 
~nd cO.me to the following sentence': "Then they bad a delightful time re-
viewing the whole transaction,'each stoutly defending the co~rse of thc:'Other, 
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and severely blaming"-I pause. "Himselr' ~Il not do because on~ of 
them is a woman. .. HerseW' is out of tbe question, for one of them IS a 
man. Once I should have written "themselves," but now .1 know bette~: 
That sentimcc can never be finished. I mUit wri te it over agatn UStng "both 
instead of Heach," and failing to expre.i:; my exact ~eaning. 
Again 1 am writing a business letter. 1 say, "If there are any further 
prelimin~ries to be arranged, let Mr. or Mrs . . Smitb come o~t on the ~en 
o'clock train, and we will meet"-here I stop. Not "him,'.' for Mrs. Sm.'th 
/Dight come; not "ber," for it might be her bu~band. I ~vIII not reconstruct 
my sentence and say "them," when I partlcularly WIsh they should not 
both be present. 
And so I am tormented at every turn, my only comfort being the fact Ihat I 
am not alone 10 my misery. ~ow often do I see ~ ~eUow.mortal pause in 
the middle of a sentence, groping blindly for the IDlss10g word and t'l.:m . be· 
gin over again,. or Rounder miserably or ungrammatically through to the bItter 
end! 
Why sbould we not bave a new word? Wbat is the .use of sU.ch ~len lIS 
Professor Wbitney, or Professor Max Milller, or M~. Grant WbIte,.'f they 
cannot help us tn a real trouble like. this? Tbey ~re I~ke the entomolOgISts who 
. d . of patient researcb in findmg out the SCIentific name of the potato bug spen years . . . 
and cannot tell us bow to get rid of him. Let the e~1Oent l10gulsts le~ve. 
the spelling reform and such trifles long enough to com us a word WblCh 
shall spare a preacber from saying, as 1 heard on~ once: "Let every brot~er 
or sister examine himself or herself, and lo~king tnt~ h,s 0: h~ .. heart find out 
hIS 0.- her besetting sin, and resolutely cast It from him ~r Iier. 
i do not believe tbere is a writer in the co untry that IS not hampered every 
. time he-no, she-:- Tbere! I've run against the old snag. . 
Upon this the New York Evming Post comments as follows: 
A writer in tbe Atlantic Montlzty repeats all tbe old arguments and illustra· 
tions showing the supposed need of a pronoun of the comm~n gend~r, appa-
rently knowing nothing of the fact that the matter has been discussed III books, 
magazines, and newspapers for something ~ike half a century ; or.that two. or 
three robust common pronouns have been 1Otrodu~ed to the Enghsh.sp~lung 
world wbo would not receive them, although their charms were extolled by 
most enthusiastic admirers . 
If the contributor had known all ,this he would perhaps have ;een-for he 
t be a person of good sease-that the English 'speaking world does appears a . 
not feel the need of a new pronoun as he supposes it does, and a little further 
thought wonld have shown him that the 'n~ed he feels for sucb a pronoun 
arises from an insufficiency in himself, not III the language; that he lacks that 
complete command of his mother tongue wbich would make it a perfectly 
flexible instrument in his hands. 
If he had been familiar witb the literature of the subject he Ivould not 
have called up III Mr. Richard Grant Wbite to devis~ a .pronoun ~r common 
gender, inasmuch as Mr. White has been at some pams 10 one of hiS .essays to 
show that no pronoun is needed, and tbat no such pronoun can be mtroduc-
ed into the language so long as the nee.d of it is not real. '. 
Tbat the need is not real is sufficiently shown by the refusal of tbe pu bhc 
to adopt and use tbe common gender pronouns which have be~n car~fu:I.ly 
manufactured for public use. The sentences offered by the contnbutor In Il-
lustration of the supposed want may be divided into two classes: first, t~ose 
in wbich tbe masculine pronoun may be used with perfect propriety, precls~ly 
as weuse the nouns "man" and "man~ind" to include women, or as we ,,:,nte 
of the contributor in tbis case as "he," not knowing in fact whetber he IS a 
man or a worn lll; and second, those in whicb the difficulty grows out of 
clumsy construction. In one case the masculine pronoun is sufficient, because 
the question of sex is nnimportant; in the other, the absence of a common-
gender pronoun serves tbe exc~"ent purpose of com.pelling the writer to he- ' 
gin over again and construct hiS sentences less c1umslly. 
Our sympathies and judgment are altogether with the Atlantic 
contributor. W.e do need a new pron~un, Richard Grant White, 
the Evmi11g Post, and "all conceited experts to the contrary ~not­
withstanding. Talk about clumsy construction! Who wants to 
spend ten minutes or half an hour in constructing a sentence so 
that it shall say to common readers just what the writer wants to 
have it say? Does it reconcile him any to tell him the trouble 
all lies ill his "clumsiness?" That might be said with truth to 
nine hundred and ninety-nine people in every thousand, and is 
itself a conclusive reason why' we should have a new pronoun, 
unless indeed we accept Richa.rd Grant White's opinion th t the 
English .\al1guag~ is too mighty and sacred a creature to be touch. 
ed by our infirmities-if such they be-..'\nd to be modified 
cording to our every-day needs and conveniences. llor oursdves 
we prefer to look upon speech as our servant, and if it can be 
made to help or accommodate us more perfectly, whysholl ld it 
not submit? Within ·the last six months in the office of the 
WEEKLY enough time, we judge, to edit three i ues, bas be n-
we were going to say wasted, but we will say--consumed, in r -
construction labor for the purpose of including both men and 
women in a single, perspicuous allusion without any grammnti I 
crime. But we have surrendered to our " clumsiness" and llban-
doned the effurt. In our literary vision there Ilre no longer an)' 
w'omen. Ntey have all become lie's, Am,' sand Ju's's. We forgot 
our correspondence column and the going.to·col.lege question.) 
But we never thus do violence to the usage of tbe great m ill of 
people without recalling an amusing debate which once occurred 
upon the question, " Are cows oxen?" The unanimous verdi t 
of the judges was "No I" And yet there i no question but that 
a COIV is an ox. The only trouble is in Ulaking common people: 
believe it. 
The difficulty in the matter is 1I0t with the writers of the Ian . 
guage, but with its readers. Those who write real ite the difl'er-
ence between the general and particular IIfIC of a term. BUI 
the majority of. those who read do not. They do not have it 
ingrained in their mental texture that 4e, Ju;", and IUs m y car-
ry double and include, at the option of the writer, slle, ller, Ilnd 
furs. When we mean boy or girl onr speech serves u ; lor when 
we mean either we can say child, youth, urchin, etc. With llIan 
and woman we are all right. Wben we mean either we enll y 
person, party, individual, etc. So long as we use the d lgnifi. 
ed nouns, all is well. But when we: wi h to Ullt a ~ubslitut() 
for the noun of common gender, our Engli h peeeh aban . 
dons its analogy, and leaves us with notbing to use which Om:!l. 
ponds to the nouns it gives. We lU'C forced to use word 
which in the thought of the great m, of mankind de-
note exclusively and only things of masculine gender. BUl 
we suppose that writers must continue to suffer the hrightn 
and sharpness of their thoughts 'to be destroyed beenusc the 
most of their readers have not been tTllined to see double in 
grammar. 
It does not follow that there is no need of thi new pron UII 
becalise the public has refused to adopt those that have Ix'en I>ro-
posed. The same argument would prove that there i no need 
of temperance reform, or dress reform, or spelling reform. or 
metric reform, or labor reform, or even moral reform. 
REvrEW . 
Compltlt /.utIUdu4i A riINtut;c .. adapled to claues In OftlDmar 0014 and 
Academies. By James B. TbomlOD, LI ~ D., Clark &: Maynard, New 
York. 
We supposed that mental aritbmeti were an extinct order In 
the publi~her's creation. . But here is n live one, tran porting u 
to those olden days when we sat on bench, Ylli.nly knitting our 
brows and trying to follow our tea ber throll,l{h the Intricacies of 
such II. problem as this : S·a 4-IB are.] liMes :1-<) til filM! fUllder ' 
What a joy it was when we had learned Ihe "tnclt" and could 
delight our "dear" teacher with n glib luuon, but without lUI)' 
more real comprehension of the process than the mall in the moon 
has of green cheese I 
If thtse pages said a little more about wOlllen going to nwltet , 
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anti poles with shadows, etc., we should think Colburn and Stod-
dard had come again to vex us 
"With thoughts beyond the reaches of our soul." 
But we thank Dr. Thompson that he has stopped . just in time to 
save our children from such "horrid shakings" (mostly mental, 
of course) as we used to get. 
'Fhe opening sentence of the preface is: "IntellectuaLArithme-
tic has, confessedly, never received that attention in popular ed-
ucation which its importance demands." If it only read "The 
study of arithmetic has never been made as much of an intellect-
ual process as the good of the:child demands," we should agree 
most heartiiy. We started out to say that we.do not believe in 
. intellectual arithme'tic; but the mark would be better hit by 
saying that we do not believe in arithmetic that is not intellect-
ual; and this cert!linly condemns a large part of the arithmetical 
teaching in our schools, ·no matter whether the work required is 
mental or written. It is a delusion entertained by many that 
mental arithmetic will not readily contribute to mere mechanical, 
routine work. Logical analysis, they think, must be a vital pro-
. cess; carrying the intelligence of the child along with it perforce. 
But this process may eecome a matter of rote, as well as any 
other process in arithmetic, and indeed, more easily. In the ' 
hands of ateacher who understands the abuses to which arith-
metical analysis is liable in teaching the young, this is the be! t 
book we know of. It contains the whole science of arithmetic. 
There are enough and not too many problems in each depart -
ment. It is just the kind of a book for a thorough'going teacher 
50 do most excellent work with. When this little book is mas, 
tered there cannot be need of much more arithmetic. 
We have just noticed that, in .reviewing, a short , time since, 
Milne's Practical Arithmetic, published by Jones Brothers & Co., 
Cincinnati, we spoke of it as if it were the only one in the series. 
We wrote with that wrong impression in mind, and consequent-
ly may have done injustice to the excellent series of arithmetic's 
prepared by Prof. Milne. The series consists o( two books and 
no more, and from our reading of them we shall be. surprised if 
they do not by use in the school-room prove to be among the 
best text-books on arithmetic yet published. 
HIGH SCHOOL TALKS.-NO. VI. 
ABOUT FORTUNE TELLING. 
PERHAPS there is ,nothing which young people s~ much de-sire as to have their fortunes truly told. I have sometimes 
thought of turning fortune teller, at least to the boys and girls 
whom I meet in every-day life. If I could not tell of the events 
which strike their lives from without, I could tell of the greater 
influences which direct and control them from within. 
It is easy to ,tell fortunes. . We learn in Geometry that two 
points determine the position and direction of a straight line. 
, Two points will also determine the position and direction of a 
life. A point at ten and another at. eighteen usually establish the 
general bearing of one's character. You ('.an tell from them 
whether the life points upward or downward. The whole cur-
rent of one's being wh~n set in a certain dlrectiQn will sweep 
on and on unless some mighty force arrests it. 
I can look at the school girl of to-oay and tell whether 'she 
will be the slattern or the tidy woman of the future. I can look 
into that girl's desk and see whet·her the house over which ' she 
should have a high ~d holy ambition to preside in the distant ' 
" 
. future will be suggestive of earthquakes, or whether everything 
will be done decently and in order. One can see a long way 
by looking through a school girl's desk. It is a wonderful tele-
scope. 
I listen to what this same girl says in her common talk and I 
hear th!! echoes coming back from away down the distant years. 
She reveals herself as the discreet woman or the fertile gossip. 
As I listen I may be able to tell whether somebody in the an-
guish o(his soul may say in future. years, "It is better to dwell 
in a corner of the house-top, than with a brawling woman in a 
wide house." I can tell whether she will give the soft answer 
that turneth away;wrJ.th, or the grievous words that stir up an~ 
ger. You can hear a long way off by listeping to this girl. . 
When I observe her in her every-day work, I can tell whether 
she will be able to stand alone in after years or whether she will 
always be a helpless clinging vine . . Independence will assert 
itself as much in a problem in algebra, or in a composition, as , 
in matters of right and wrong in society. You can never rely 
upon yourselves unless you make yourselves strong enough to . 
bear your weight. 'Strength is not to be cultivated by leaning 
up~n somebody. else. The people leaned upon are the on.es . 
who grow 5trong. You can very soon get into a chronic state 
of helplessness by always being helped. 
Life is frequently compared to a river which is rapidly bearing 
us on to the ocean of eternity. There are some people who 
manage to keep their heads above the water by using other peo-
ple as life-preservers. Does it not seem to you there . are pupils 
in school who use other pupils as life-preservers? It seems so to 
me ; but I must confess that I never, see it without a desire to 
fling the clinging ones out into the stream upon their own resour-
ces in order to let them see that strength and safety come with 
effort. 
Then as I watch you in your eve] y-day work I can tell 
whether you will have that self-reliance that will carry you safe-
ly through the difficulties of after years. I can tell whether 
you will lead or be led. If you learn to be second rate now you 
will soon fall into that grade as your appropriate rank. I do 
not mean second to somebody else but sec-ond to your own ca· 
pabilities. Every body can be himselfat his best. ~he trouble 
is that too-many people are themselves at second best. 
_We defraud ourselves as well as the world when we do not 
rise up to the fu\! me~ure of our ability. 
J. W.D, 
ORAL TEACHING. 
W. A. FALL ASS, Chesaning, Mich. 
WHILE it is felt and acknowledged by all that in some re-spects oral teaching is superior to the method of teaching 
by text-books, it is claimed by many that there is, in oral teach-
ing, such looseness and want of thoroughness as to make its few 
advantages more than counterbalanced by the greater solidity of 
text-b00k teaching. Without directly questioning this claim, 
but to aid in examining its.grounds, it is proposed here to in-
quire what is oral teaching, and what must oral teaching be to be 
good teaching. . 
, At the outset it is well to say that good oral teaching does -not 
consist simply in talking to the children. Though an occasion-
al talk, under happy circumstances, may make. a lasting impress-
ion on the child's mind, an every-day talk would be, in its re-
sults, the most evanescent of all things. A year of such talk, 
be it of the best; would leave scarcely a trace in the chiId'smind 
" 
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except of weariness and disgust. Indeed, study of the question 
will reveal the fact that those ages to which oral teaching is best 
adapted are precisely those which will least b.ear talking and lec-
turing; mature minds can be taught by lectures, as in law and 
medical schools, while ordinary oral teaching would be out of 
place with them ; children can be well ta~ght orally, though 
lecturing is worse than a waste of breath. . . 
If now we seek to inquire, What constitutes gvod oral teaching, 
we meet the broader inquiry, what is essential to good teaching 
'of any kind? Withont attempting an exhaustive or philosophi-
cal analysis of educational processes and results, I :venture to 
Dame the f'lllowin g things as essential to good teaching. 
First, that the thing taught be· clearly apprehended by the 
mind of the pupil. Here a distinction should be made between 
a process and the reason of that process . . All that is claimed is 
that if a process is to be taught, that process should be dearly 
understood in all stages; if the reason of that process is to be 
tau~ht, that reason should be understood. 
Second, that the pupil be able to embody the thoughts thus 
obtained in appropriate language. To those who~ fully realize 
the dependence of the thinking powers upon the use of language, 
this will need but to be stated. 
Third, that the faculties of the pupil .be to the . fullest ' extent 
exercised upon and about the thing learned. He should fUTliish 
illustrations of it;" he should find likenesses and unlikenesses be-
tween it and kindred things; he should solve " problems illustrat-
ing it . 
Fourth, that" the thing learned be firmly fixed in the memory. 
With regard to the means to this end, 'while some will be content 
to rely upon the pupil's understanding of the matter, most teach-
e.rs of experience will agree that for the average pupil this is en-
tirely insufficient; that .the thought, at least the principa 
thou CTht around which the others may be grouped, should . be emb~di~d in clear, brief language, and that language committed 
to memory. We cannot afford to disregard any efficient 'aid in 
retaining knowledge. Besides, though memorizing senseless 
combinations of words, as definitions too often are to pupils, is 
a waste of mental power, intelligent memorizing is a strenglh-
ening discipline, worth all it costs for its own sake. Moreover, 
in the gradual unfolding of a subjeCt, the mind of the pupil, 
however carefully led along, becomes confused by the variety or 
details presented to it; it grows uneasy under the constantly 
increasing sense of uncertainty and hesitation; it will soon be 
lost and bewildered in the intricacy of the subject. To such a 
mind, a clearly understood set of words to be memorized is not 
only a waymark through the maze 9f details, but it has, by the 
steady and concentrated attention in memorizing, a restful effect 
upon the mind; uneasiness and vacillation disappear as the 
mind settles down into quiet . m~tery of the subject. 
Oral teaching, then, to be good teaching, must include these 
things. But in advising systems and me~hods for the attain -
ment of these ends, we shall find such variety in circumstances 
and in the subject.s taught, that, in a paper like this only a few 
general hints can be given . 
The most important thing to be borne in mind is this:' ex-
planation and illustration should precede all other things. Lead 
the child into the light before you set him to work. Do not let 
the children Qarass themselve~ with attempts to learn or to ap-
ply rules that they do not understand, in the hope of offering 
them explanation and illustration afterward. He who does this 
will generally find that he has placed those children beyond the 
reach of explanation and illulltrationi Lhe injur)" i I t rcpnJr. 
. ~nd h~re lies the great difficulty with text-book tt hing; it 
IS Impossible to get an opportunity fully to explain and illu trote 
before 'the pupils are set to work upon the books. J upila must 
be kept busy at their seats ; during the hour II igned to the 
study of any branch, they must have somethi g in thllt brnn h 
to work upon; but the reci tatilln hour has 1>I.~n oc upiect in fin-
ishing the precedin'g work, and there has been no time toe plnin 
what follows. Often, a new subject will require II wt.~k or more 
of c1ass·drill and reci tation before the pupils can profitably work 
upon it at their seats. H ow shall we keep them bu y? Tied to 
text-books the teacher has no resource; but freed from the books 
the black-board, enables him to furnish work, SO long. he lind 
it necessary. When fai rly in possession of the new thought, let 
the pupil embody it in language; let him write IIbout it 4t hia 
seat; let him tell it in class. T he teacher CIUI then Siv him 
problems to solve by the application of the prin iples; bell r 
still, he can also be required to fu rnish problems for himscl , lid 
solve them. 
Lastly, ·he can be required to furn ish clcaTllnd omp:! t<lefini-
tions and rules to be memorized . Let these be brought to I 
a,nd compared, all excresences lopped off, all deficien ies supplied, 
until, under the eye of the pupil, they take the force and beauty 
of perfect definitions. Then let them \,e memorized; let them 
be wrought upon until they become an eternal ion o( the 
soul. Is not this good teaching? 
Thus briefly have I sketched the need of oml tea hing. 
am no advocate for the exclusion of the text-book from hool, 
but for the freedom of the ttacher from it control. Let Ih 
master be the teacher, not the text-book. An~ I believe, thOl, AI 
a part of his professional training, every te cher hould condu t 
a few,classes in Mfferent branches entirely without t t .books. 
SOME STEPS OF PROGRESS VET TO DE lADE IN 
OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. 
The A:ddres. Ddiv~r~d Before Ihe Central hlo T~ach~ .. ' AMocIaJlon, 
28, by Dr. J OII)l HANCOCK, • upt. of Schools, Ol,.on, blo. 
ALTHOUGH HOnLce Mann, with his able co· lahore ... laid th~ b lid and solid b.sis or Ollr presenl .ch~m~ of pabllc: local lon, no InoolUlde .... . 
bl~ progress hilS been m1de since their day In ach I organlwlon And 
methoda of instruction. But the qaellion no .. arl h,1I we land III, r 
sball we go forward? In view of Ihe: many allacu maklnjl upon ollr public 
Ichool system, especllllly upon the high and nOnDAl Khool ,h may be Ihollllhi 
by some thatlbe wisest plan ror edUc:atoN to paNae w Id be 10 Inlffnch and 
try to bold tbe ground they now poueu. With them I can nO! 'gm. Ii 0 
that fights a defeMiv~ fight Uluallyliahla • locllll 6ghl. BuM , I bellevo 
the time has arrived when we m"y nO! only &0 for-ward wIth a peel of Iho 
happiest resul ts, but mu" do. ,if we would not 1_ muc:b of th "Alllabla 
iround we have . Ireally won. Wbal thl. tuI .. n~ mo.ement IlUlht 10 be I 
shall endeavor to .e~ oul in general lerm In the dlon dme alloned m. on 
this day's programme. 
I. The late hard times, and perhap' othcr mor~ hIdden c.lllfod, have Ilrouaht 
into prominence lOme mo t curlou, vic on mon: top! than on~. All 
classes have been affecled by the palnflll pre.sIUI't, but ... U)ual the laborln 
classes have f. lt II mOlt. They h~ve re1t the hlll\, and 'Om. f them like blind 
giants have struck oul wildly, hopina that thclr blo mlghl, JlC!f1Idv nturt, 
(all on the supposed caule or their W~' . And 10 en",&,!d hue Ihcy me 
in this wild and fruitless combo", Ih.1 Ihey apl" at n unwtlllna io JlIIII down 
tbe temple of society lueU, .nd bul')' Ibem~IY« and Ihdr IlIIaglnaty f In a 
common ruin . Civilll tion I pol> ble nly Ihl'Ollltb aceumulated wcalth. 
Vet panie~ bllve been IItnLyed agalnM prGl*lY. T .. de!"1 the people of 
education is Iha alraight ro. d back 10 IMrbatlJUI ; ct wo ha"e partlu whOlO 
platforms hIlve declared agalnS! the mcalU nllal 10 Ihe: "'~ of a '1'IC!fII 
of free schools, and in favor of .Ielud.n, the cultured rrom all actl"o 
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participation in the enactment of our hwi. In consonance with these decla-
_ rations, one; of the fi.rst things proposed to be done by a party recently come 
into power in one of our states, is a raid on its educational institutions; and 
one or. its congressmen elect has, it is said, publicly boasted of his ignorance, 
and hugs himself on the possession of so strilpng a virtue. 
Notwithstanding these unfavorable signs, we need not altogether despair 
jllst yet. We have the right to rely with some confidence on the sober second 
thought of ollr~i ti zens. For afteiall, ours is one of the most intelligent peoples 
· on the globe ; '"and it is nol unreasonable to expect that the present crazes will 
soon wear themselves out, and our lunatics be found sitting clothed, and in 
their right mind. . 
The extraordinary manifestation of popular delusions alluded to, and the 
causes which ha..e given rise to them, must give us pause. Poverty and want 
are very substantial things, and likely to exert a decided influence on our 
political and social institutions. The man who is hungry, whether from his 
fault or misfortune, is not likely to be in a frame of mind best fitted for dis· 
passionate reasoning. It seems to me, then, that this time of upbeaval is not 
an unfitting one to inquire whether it may not be ~ne of the functions of our 
public school system to give our people such instruction as shall contribute 
materially to the abatement of poverty and want. . 
In an able article on the labor question in the September-October lVoYin 
AIII~rica~ Rroitw of the present Year, by Dr. Harris, superintendent of the 
St. Louis schools, that eminent thinker asserts that the two great remedies for 
the evils at present caused by the necessity of a readjustment of vocations 
are: (1 ) that of affording facilities for migration to new territory ; and (2) 
that of educating the people to versatUity and easy readjustment of vocation. 
Assuming his position to be correct-which I believe it is in all essential 
points-and dismissing the first remedy as lying outside of present discussion, 
let us consider briefly the second, as related to our common school system. 
- And, first, a thoue-ht as to the healthfulness of physical labor in connection 
with mental. The relatively large number of men brought up in the country 
who attain eminence in the various walks of life must have struck every close 
observer. Now, why should this be the case? Surely not because th~y have 
enjoyed greater educational advantages ; for the schools of the country have 
been and still are inferior to those of the cities and towns, to say nothing of 
the lack of libraries and other means of cul\llre. 'The reason, as it seems to ' 
me, is that country youths-contrary to the general belief-are more sV!Jlmet-
rically d.veloped than' those of the towns. Mu'ch out-door exercise gives not 
alone toughness of muscle but firmness in the texture of the brain itself. The 
alternation of work and study tends to the growth of a true manliness. If 
country boys could enjoy the advantages of the better organization and methods 
of 1Ostruction of the city schools in connection with their farm labors, . I am 
confident, that, notwithstanding their shorter school terms, and the frequent in -
· terruptions from study' demanded by the conditions of their work, they would 
outstrip in mental growth as well a,s growth in manliness their fellows of the 
cities. 
A leading educator o~ New England speaks in a late address of the "bosh" 
of industdal education. Such expressions are easily spoken;but more judi-
cious thinkers' may well ponder whether, after all, this question is not the 
question of the age. Our public schools until now have only undertaken to 
· educate in a, general way, 10 such a way as to fit the pupil, by the acquisition 
of general knowledge and the training into correct habits of thinking, to 
follow more successfully a vocation to be learned subsequently, relegating to 
strictly technical schools the prepa~~tion for special pursuits. But to impart 
in the schools of our cities and large towns all this general knowledge and 
training without the slightest abatement, and-·to add, Jlot the knowledge of a 
trade, but such a knowledge of th .. uses of tools and materials as shall enable ' 
the scholar readily to adjust himself to several trades, seems to be something' 
wortb striving for. That this can be done, and without greatly lengthening 
t~e period of school life, or enormously increasine- school expenses, haS been 
pretty well established by the experiments made within the last two or three -
years at the Boston School of Technology. Indications are strong that the 
education of the brain and of the hand are, at no distant day, to run on side 
by side, mutually strengthening each other in the race. To unite a thinking 
brain with a skillful hand is the way to m~ke labor respectable, and any other' 
way than thisthere is not under the sun. And there is but one way for work-
ing men to resolve themselves into the lead of affairS, and thaLis by becoming 
wiser and more virtuous than other clusses of men. And why should not 
all men be worklllg-men ? 4nd wby should any true worker with his hands 
undervalue wor~ of tbe head or the heart? 
Drawing ~s the f!;!undation upon which the skilled Industries rest, as pen-
manship is the basis of mercantile transactions; and drawing has already been 
introduced to a very large extent into the g raded schools of our country, as 
well as into special and evening schools. Now drawing as a general educa-
tional force pays richly f~r the time spent upon it in tn" public schools, with-
out reference to its practical application; but its richest fruits will be found in 
the enlargement it will give to our field or industries and the element of taste 
it will introduce into all the products of our workshops. The hand trained in 
drawing can not only do more and better work Ihan the untrai ned hand , but 
can do work impossible to it. But drawing only renders high skill in the 
mechanical industries possible; it is not itselr lh ,.t skil l. The next step for-
ward IS the erection of " school shops" in connection with our higher grades 
of schools in the cities and large t<:>wns; anu the teaching therein, such a prac-
tical use of tools in actual work upon material as will give the student the 
power and versatility necessary to embody bi, drawings in concrete forms. 
lly such an education our artislns will bec Jm 'J in a sense, artists; and instead 
of working by pattern or " tbumb rule," they will stamp into every piece of 
their work an element of originali ty. The man who can ,10 but one thing is 
a pitiable cre.ture. The invention of a new machi ne may tbrow him help 
less on the world to starve while waiting the nece .. ary readjustment of vo-
cations. The man taught upon the scheme r have mentioned has .many hands. 
Loosen the grasp of one, and he has another ready to lay hold. New things 
co.:ne t asy to him. A'i Dr. Harris 'says, Cia boy trai n :d in a '~cbool-shop' 
would le~rn the mysten,. of a special trade in a month, and wo uld go forth 
into the world or industry able t) readjust hims.1 r if any untuward accident 
happened to his special vocation." Make this 'education general, and you 
have take" a long step towards the solution of the labor question. Skilled ' 
labor. not only supplies demands already existing, but creates demand. to be 
sUPt'lied . New demands for the product; of skill mean, a call for more la-
borers; an increaSing demand for laborer.; rt!move.; discontent ; and thus, 
step by step, may our working-men .merge into a hIgher estate tban they have 
ever yet known-an estate full of comfort a.nd peace. 
II . ·Another step of progress in our scbeme of public education soon to be 
taken, is the joining of the kindergarten to our common schools. T he method 
of Fr<l'bel is the most philosophic and complete or any that has emanated from 
the brain of man. It is lrue, Freebel had Pestalozzi for hi. predece;sor ; but 
how grandly has be systematii ed, enlarged, and beautifie d the crude scheme 
of bi, maste~! When we shall have teacher. competent to lise tbis new 
method, in sufficient .numbers to supply Our schools, what a change we shall 
bave in all things affecting the s~ool-life of the child. That wonder, which 
. Plato tells us is the basis of all knowledge. will then be so directed that the 
child shall not only learn the things which will _be mo.t useful to him, 
but the very learning of them shall be a source of the supremest delight. Un-
der this scheme the beginning of the educatio n of the child will not be post- _ 
poned until· lie has fallen into many pernicious, mental and moral habits ; but 
it will begin almost with the eariie'st dawnings of his reason to develop the 
true, the beautiful, and the good, in his nature. and to repress all that is ugly 
and hat"ful. Freebel's scheme Will work, too, with admirable harmony into 
that scheme of industrial educatio(1' just presented. T he hand of the little 
kintergartner, made deft by its work of foldi ng, plaIti ng, and building with 
blocks, 10 the industrial school, will read ily beco me skillful in handling the 
tools of the mechanic. . In the play work of the kinderga rten tbe eye is trained 
to distinguish and the brain stimulated to invent userul and beautiful forms ; 
and it is not difficult to see how this keenness of vision shall be intensified ·and 
fertility of brain quickened and broadened by tlie work of the school-shop; · 
nor is it difficult to imagine the artisans educated through the kinderganen, 
the common school, and the school-shop, crowding the earth with the beautiful 
and grand productiops of their master-workmanship. 
But it may be objeCted that th~ cost of these added features of our eduea-
pona! scheme would be a burden too great to be borne. 1t is true that an 
education so broad and complete would C05t more than our present oO:e. .But 
would it not be worth more? By no ingenuity can " small sum of money he 
made to educate a people in the best way. Says W alter' Bagehot : " In a rich 
country like England, effiCiency is vastly mo(e important than the mere re-
duction of expenses." What is true of England is true of this country, with 
a wealth not far inferior. Can we not especially afford an additional expense 
in the education of our people, if we can thereby greatly augment the number 
of producers, and thus abolish pauperism and annibilate the tramp? or by de-
creasing crime, empty our jails ?-to say nOlhing of the atllount that will be 
, added to the sum of human happiness. , 
In. A third step of progress which woul d, ill my view, naturally follow 
lipan the two already discussed, is, that every child should be assured by leg-
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islation in hIS share of public education • . The child has rights that every just 
government is bound to respect, -rights of which even h~s ~arents cannot d~. 
prive him without committing a crime. Selfishness and mdlfference must not 
prevent the working of the principle of universalit~ in e~ucation. In a. word 
education must be made compulsory. But as thIs tOpIC has been assIgned 
another place in the programme, I shall not enter upon its discussion here. 
IV. In conclusion, I may be permitted to add a fourth progressive step to 
those already given-one not pertaining so essentially to school orga-nization 
as they, but more pervasive ;-touching organization, method, and that spirit 
which must breathe tlirough all instruction if mind and s~:1U1 are to be 
awakenen. 
Our modem educational systems embrace more than one feature calcula ted 
to enable the ignorant and unskillful teacher to do the work of the learned 
and skillful. But it should ever be borne in mind, that the work of the edu· 
cator is a work of highest art; and no work of true art can be done by rna· 
chinery. A chromo cannot equal the work of a great painter. Last Judg-
menis and Last Suppers are not made ' by a printing.press. In the chromo 
there may be the correct reproduction of forms and the harmonious blending 
of colors; but the painting , has incorporated in its every feature of form and 
color a part of its creator's individuality-that human element which gives the 
work all its value. . . 
The feature of our educational system which I now have especially in mind 
i.. the one which provides for every organization of schools a written course of 
study, beginning with infants in the first year of the primary ~chool, and run· 
ning up through every successive grade to the last year of the high "-e1,001; in 
which course everything to be done by the t~acher is mapped out to the m -
nutest particulars, in divisions of years, \Iuarters, months,-and I have been in· 
formed, one city has recently gone so far as to subdivide the month into. 
weeks. These courses deal extensively in s"alls and s"all nots. The teach· 
er shall in a given time teach so many reading lessons in his text·book, and 
shall not teach the spelling of any but certain designated words; or he shall 
not go beyond a certain figure m multiplication, and shall drill his pupils in 
abstract examples, and shall not in concrete ones; or he shall teach the de· 
scriptive geography of a given section, bu.t not ~e political,-and so on i~. 
definitely. The accusation that schools domg theor work under such multt· 
plied restrictions are iron· bound, it will .St~k~ most thought:ul .~rsons, is.not 
entirely without foundatioo. The elastICIty m the way of mdlvldual promo· 
tions in such schools must be very considerably restricted, and' the individual· 
ity of teachers hampered. It may be inquired wheth"r aU wlitten courses 
should be discarded? My reply would be, Certainly not. I believe in free· 
dom, but 1D freedom under law. for any other freedom IS license. The course 
of study that commends itself to my judgment is one general in its terms, 
which, whtle it restrains lawlessness and eccentric individuality, will give a 
reasonable freedom to the exercise of whatever of talent and originality the 
superintendents of our graded schools may possess, and the s~me freedom to 
teachers in all classes of schools. It may be objected that a course of study 
with general directions only will not be a sufficient guide for either superin. 
tcndents or teachers. But it seems not unreasonable to believe that it would 
be found amply sufficient for superintendents and teachers possessed of the 
qualifications requisite to first·rate work, and most satistactory to both. The 
time may have been when the scarcity of the supply made it necesslUY to em· 
ploy superintendents and teachers not having these qualifications; but the 
number of applicants' for both classes of positions is now so far in excess of 
the demand, that school authorities are freed from all such restrictions, and are 
in the position to take a long step forward, and demand that the educators they 
emoloy shall he artists, not mere artisans. And if at any time these authorities 
sh~uld find that they have, through want of ~ufficient information or from 
partisan or personal favoritism, employed a small man to do a great work, the 
best thing they can do for the schools under their charge will be to send him 
forth in search of fresh wood. and pastures new, and try to retrieve their error 
hy selecting some one for the vacant place of a size commensurate with its 
duties. • 
To sum it all up, we should in our courses of study, and elsewhere, strh'e 
to remove every ·)bstacle which tends to prevent men of the best talellt and 
richest scholarship from entering the teacher's profession, or where they Iiave 
entere.d it would restrain them from applying their ·abilities and learning in 
sllch a way as to produce the highest results. It may be a trite thing to say, 
but it i; an important thing to be saId at this particular period of our progress 
in public educatioll, that it will be a sorry day for the development of Ameri· 
can lile when school authorities shall come to consider organization and 
method in our school system, however perfect, a substitute for brains and 
character in the educator, or to look on mechanic I\S thc ulll of dynomic 
teaching. Organitntion and method are wondrou hell) . but they can nevcr 
be substitutes for higher things. The thought of Culyle thot mind IlroWli onl y 
by contact with living spirit, Ilnd that the quali!y of its growth depends upon 
the ' Iulllitity of the spirit by which it i~ touched . CAn not he held in too rever. 
ent memory. If we would have great men ari e from .moolr our youth. the e 
youth must receive their training from great teAchers. We need toJ have orl e 
in our profession a ho..t of men of the type of Arnold of RllI!by and !!orace 
Mann j for the inRuence of such men is evcrlasdnlr nnd ever.growing. 
INDI ANA STATE TEACHER ' A SOCIA1·ION. 
Programme (or the Twenty .... ourtb Annual Seulon. to be hdd at Ft . \Vaync. Itt the Con, 
lrn~ Grammar School. JanuRry ', a. 3. ,879 : 1I ·,..,/'uIJ4" h,''''. {'V .. _ ".".1,-1.)0. O'lr.\nl ~allon a!,d OpcnlngExen::llCI : Addres. or Welcome, lion A. 1). -Hod c.l1on 1'", 14o.a,d fI ( 
School r" .... ClJ Fort W ·yne; R .. ponu by the rel.rin, P .... ltt .. u 1 H t ..... SUP' 
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Supt. Cltv Schon)", Evansville : Ancaomlnlent o( ommltl~ ),""1,'. ~/_r.I"~ .00(1 
0pcDIIlI_ EXCrC!!'lCI; 9. 1S, Moral Teac"inc In Schools, L. n: wit'\' SUII~ Ity ' hl~ I : 
portc : DI 'CUAI101l: LCadcn, Charles K l.albam. Prine-IIl.1 Cc.ntr .. 1 C",mmu hool. Va" 
Waync ; Geo. P. Glenn, Supt. City &hno's. KcntlaUriUe ' '0 l~ Rf'Ce.' · In -4 ~ flo our 
High Schoo •• T each Ihe Child .... n of 'he Rteh al ,h. ErDc" .. ~, Ih. I'oo, ! W '" IIoo ll .,;,tlt .... 
Scll . 1'oJirtu/. I ~dian ~HI; D 'Ku:sion : Laden,John CoopeT. ~uJu (II)' 1001;. RI h . 
mond ; Jaco~' : Merrill , Supl. Cltv Schoot,$. uf • .,eu.,: n.Jt', MIJ, lI anoo". "lUlrw:ai, ~/t'rnooll ."iu 10" .-2. o . SClcnce In thc I"" • .., Crade- .riOo R o,.,c, \I n "'cach~r or Scicnce, Fort Wayne: 01 <Olulon : "ca.d~.... 0 W Dcnnl.,' ,.~ ' c h~; 
of SClcnce., r(lchmond and Rev, \V. F. Vacun,. 1'l'Ot .. Fo,. Wayne t:oIl(. : 
3.00 , Rece5S; 3. 10 . Are our Public hoot. OotIIQ~ . hont l~uf.1 No.-
U. D., Prcc~. State Uni¥enh),. 8loomJDJ(tOc. : Discu I'M'I : l.eaden'JAln" Baht .. ln: 
Supt. of CIty Sc hoo.... Hlln'ln,lo.. and T . J. Oo .. I",n .• IIpt . City School •• V1nccnne~ : • . 30. Anllolntment o(eGmftlhleeon Officcnl . RN'If;-rSnt'4It --,.",. A(hlfb~. 
Jlllmc:s.B APIa-eli, LL D .• P res Unlv!ndty o( M,ch,..,,, Aon Alb r . M¥eh ..... ,.;.;,/_( 
Itfo""" r.--g 00, Oocnlna Exertl._: q.le.. \Vb \t Kno..,'cclac I. of PlO" WOrth. t It t 
Brown. Pres. N . Indiana Normal School, ValpatallO : DI,cu,A'on . I ~att¢f' J \\'. ~1tJ : 
well. Supt. City Sct.oot •• Seymour : 10.),), R~ .. ; lo.. 't How CAn Ihe Public School ... 1ft 
nil thc~r Gr;\~6. bes' he made m~n of culture lor the r .. 01t. ' .. ~. I' IhoWfl. ToIMJo . 
0 ; O"cu."",, ; ~ade"' . I!' I .. 1.:. B. Sh..,.. Ponell,..) l en; DOn :leh""'. ~'nn W'Ylle. 1.. 
H . Jones. Prin.clpat or 1 ra IIlnt Scboof, Indhanapoh. ; 1'1.\0 ~1I4«llAneou. bu"n.,r, . 
After .. t""" .vsu"" .-) 00. How can the Co"ntr, Seh,.,a, be OBd .. ttl 'htl bc.t dV."I~.c 
or the Pupil.! J. C. ~h.cphcnoD SUD t.. o( Warne County · U " on' Leadu. W n 
Lhri5lcr, Editor or ' The Teacher," l1ed'Ord ' CyfUJI: Cline' ~upt of lcuban '·OU"tr' · J' , ,,, ' 
Recess: 3 20.1'0 whAt extfl.nt can Indtbtrial 'rcehnolosry b~ tau"t" n Ill" Public ~OOI" ~. E. \Vhite. l~L. D .• P~. Purdue Unl .. "dty. I .. raycne : OIelt,ton : L _ Thoft\p"on: 
'1cacheror Dr,wini .. Purdue Un IYenit)'; ~)O. RcpCM'U O( -1Oom-.. tte-cr4 on om~ ..... MlJ,. cel1aneou~ llu dne........ I n Accordance whh the l""I'lIcdtMl.\ o( ,h. A'Iocl don cae,", ""'reT t. 
limited to thiny mlrtmCl, :m" each tead1n&: di"" ion m 1ft' fn tnut It I, hoped h:lt the 
,g-eHI,.al dl"ctl,.ionl wilt b-: , ".LlKt,J:YIf~rcl. a .. .-ell at , hOf1 .nd 4)uhy 
SPHe rAL RAILROAO FAMII$ -Thc c::omm(ue.c hl&4 o'Ktllncd the: (ollowlnl ,..tc' rtoftl Ih e roa.d~ men tioned : J. M and J. R R , (ull (arc colna ~Ium free on ~rel.rv·, c.nU'r:: ' e 
C. C. C and 1. R. K • rull (;ue Rnlng, return. cenl pc; mlteou ~rc:1 "'Y'" tct'ltftu lo ~ I U' 
andR. R . \v ., scentapermne onCWllV,(drmundt.!rl R. T H . • Nfl: K R .. (or 
round trip between T e rc Haute "nd Fon \Vayo... R. and 1 R . N., """ul 'ino " III: • ' l:Sf~ .... fo,olleway . t Wabash R .R .• tI..C an~ .. R. R andi · W • • nd ' I.K Il. I'Otln~ 
Inp ticket fft , I ... f,,,, 0 ..... y. tB. and 0 R R .. f·f (V. 1 a".t II K. R . t l' C. Illd 
St. L. R R . nnd tl. and V R. R., ro'md trip tlc.kct \' tee'" pu ml It~' Wand • 
R . R .. T. and St. t.. R. R .. a tld V.ndalla, rqruto. au"" 1.lp I ~I' 1'0,.11 "";'(1. ·m ,\.d 
t teachen and olherS) tt) ha\'e th~ rcti uctlon. mmt p~n. ' ''' .he! dde.t Itat"" pnlJlC"r .. tt'i .. 
Cates 10 be procured from the chlill irman "r the "eonl c..'Ommhl" Tho-a de.. riae Ih .d. 
WIOtagc, will pi case a"vllc him, Ir Do .... iblc by 'h " fl"'t #)r O. mber • • h.at he ""y proourtl 
the ccrtlficate1' (rom the railway offiotn. It Ii .d .... ,.',.. Ih ... Ih _ .. who ""4 no, ahad 
rncmbcI'H "houle! r.cnd thc (nhhUlon fee whh their •• ,plle.bon : Ii I.dl 4.50 ",* ' I",· ~1. 
tlemeD. 'I. . . 
HOTBL FARIbi.-Avelinc Hou-e ~ pcrd",. ; R""""ft~n floo, • " .!O pcr day ! ) la),Clr 
House." (0 per day : Grand Hotd"I '_S""fi"'.)Q pcrd •• · UI't ·, H 04II1 fl V"'" .lay 
Tremont HOUIC, 'I per d.)t. Private boarding hCMI'C'. 0' which thcrt a rc ~~, ry t \:'. 
cellent o,,~ from 7S ccnt~ to 'f pcr day, Thc.-c "duedon.. win N aa:,ordrod '0 PtI"onl 
presenting the .ccntnry·~ ccrdficat. n( membersh fp. 
J ou" 1.,,'" :hm'n .. «.:om •• Von W.) ..... , I tld . 
' O\1NTV 8UI'BlItNTK I)ItS • I "1tNT10N • 
• , M""'H""LTOW".-W.d~'~'(4)'. D,. :tJ. 10 .·r/ .... A -'I.-"\Vb I R,d Uyc Vlllu •• hould 
ye ilyen 10 Scbolanb.p aad liuccesl la TOach'nl," , upt. K . .. Q1 .... ""II __ tIly, no! SUPI, 
[CoatlnllOd OD ..... osa.) 
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THE EAST. 
. ;-:-At a meeti~g of the Yale College Corporation, week before last, a prop-
ostt\on was .recelv:d and accepted from the corps of professors and instrnct· 
ors that thetr salanes ~or the year ~hould be.requced 5 per centum il! qrder 10 
make ~p for t~e deficiency that Will occur in the college income on account 
of shnnkag.e In value of property and securities held by the institution. 
-There IS a good prospect that Amherst College will receive' a liberal gift 
from the estate ,?f the l~te Mr. Str,?ng, of Malden, Mass., for the endowment 
of a. 'p;ofessorsblp of blOlo~. It IS proposed. to make the gift $50,000, on 
cond,tIOn that the college raises $25,000. 
-Of 92,836 children between five and twenty vears old in Vermont 
75,912 attend school, and the schools cost $504,692 a year.' , 
-The' new catalogue of Willi",?" College,just issued for. the present year, 
shows a total of 208 students-40 In the senior class 48 in the junior 58 in 
the sophomore, and 62 in the fresbman. ' , 
-The Massachusetts Teachers' Association will meet at Worcester Dec. 
26. The high school section. will be presided over by W. C Collar, of Bos-
ton; the grammar school section by E . 1. Comins, of Wprcester' the primary 
scho?l school section by B. F. Tw~ed, of Charlestown; and 'the whole by 
President James F. Blackinton, of East Boston. Among tbe prominent 
'lames of s~a~ers are Presid~nt Cbad~urne, of Williams College;' H on, 
John D. Phllbnck, on" Education at Pans;" SUFerintendent Ehot on" Oral Instruct~on;" Head.mast~r Sprague, on " Gratuitous Supply of Te;t. Books ;" 
Prof. Niles, on " Mountain Scenery;" Art-master Walter Smith: on " Art In-
struction ; N. T . Allen, on " Military Drill;" and J. A. Allen, 'on" Reform 
in Spelling." 
-The committee of arrangements for the Rhode Island Institute of In· 
struction, Providence, are maturing plans for the annual meetirig in January. 
- The Maine State Educational Association will hold its next annual ses-
sion at Brunswick, Christmas week, Dec. 26, 27, and 28. -
-By a vote of seven to one the New Haven Board of Education decided, 
Nov. 15, to keel' the old uniform plan of ~eligious exercises in the public 
schools. The liturgy proposed by the conumttee of clergymen is thereby dis 
posed of. One Catholic voted with the majority. 
THE WEST. 
INDIANA.~Supt~ ;James L. No~lett, of Oran&e county, has pubIis.hed a pam. 
phlet contalmng (the Conrse of ,St.udy for th~ public schools of the county ; 
Rules for the Govern,me~t. of Sch.ools; a Dally Programme of Exercises ; 
General Remarks; Dlacntical Marks; and the minutes of the County Insti. 
tute held last August. . 
~he ~ethodist Conve~tion called to consider the interest of the· Asbury 
Umverslty r~commended th.at the- needs of the institution be pres;nted by 
every pastor In the state to hIS congregation; that the assessment of ten cents 
per mem~r be made by the conferences, and that the church concentrates 
Its edu~ational efforts on Asb~. The fin~ci~ condition of the university 
shows. Endowments"I65,ooo, value of bulldlngs; '78,ooo; amount needed 
at once,,18,ooo. 
. Iow~.-The f"~l0w!ng.it~ fr,?m the Grundy County Republican explains 
Itself: ,In a certain ~s~ct In. thiS township, last summer, a lady taught a four 
months school, receiving therefor '140. From the first day to the last only 
one sc~oIar' s name appear~d ?n the. register and the tax·payers (of the whole 
townshiP, ~ot Of ~e one ~\Su:ct) paId one hundred and forty dollars for this 
one young Idea s Inst':iiction In the three. R's. This sounds.cunny, to say the 
least. At the same time th~ b~rd of directors refuse to pay a teacher in the 
. sc~ools .of <::'rut1dy Center, In SPlt~ of the large part of the taxes of the town- . 
S~IP which It pays, mo;e for teachmg fifty scholars tban it did in tbe first men-
tioned case for teaching one scholar. This, too sounds funny to say the 
least." J J 
Prin . . R. S. Bingham publishes three items concerning the Marengo public 
schools In the Democrat: Number enrolled, 511; average attendance for 
month ending Oct. 25, 4,378; percentage of attendance, 92.2; percentage of 
punctuality, 99.72; number neither absent ncr tardy, 194. . 
. Supt. Young reports evening Davenport schools : average number belong-
mg, 3,571; average attendance, 3,314 ; number in high school, 206 ; number 
in first grade, 635 ; number in highest grade of Grammar schools, 107. 
MISSOURI.-Prof. Henry A. Ward, of Rochester, N. Y. , has just placed in 
the Wasbington University, St. Louis, a fine collection of his casts of fossils, 
and minerals and rocks. The sum of $2,400 was paid for the collection. 
Alfred Mitchell, county school commissioner, is teaching at New Madrid. 
Tbe school is graded, under the charge of three teacher;-the first school of 
the kind ever undertaken' there. . . 
Tbe State University bas 286 students-IJ more than last year. 
There are 400 pupils enrolled in Canton Public Schools; Shelbi na 300 en· 
rolled; average,270; term, seven and one·half months ; Glasg')\v, 242, en· 
rolled ; term nine months ; Monroe CitY' has 135 enrolled. 
Supt. Shannon visite4. a number of places in Northeast Missouri, a few 
weeks ago, and lectured on the Public School question and other educational 
. subjects. -
The State Superint~ndent of Missouri has called upon all teachers holding 
state certificates to return them to him. His reasons are that two or three have 
been lost, and several bave been forfeited by drunkenness. Not knowing the 
address of some of the parties he takes this means of reaching them. Cer 
tificates will be returned \0 all t)lose who are worthy. Under no circumstances 
will certificates be granted to anyone of drun '<en habits. C. 
The Northeast Missouri State Teachers' Association wi1I be held in Macon 
City Dec. 26, and 27. Addresses will be deliverid by Supt. .shannon, Presi-
dent Laws, Prof. Morgan, of St. Louis, and Prof. Root, of Carrollton. Papers 
and discussions by live educators wi1I complete the programme. . 
The Southwest Missoure State Teachers' Association wi1I meet in Spring-
field. Dec. 26. 
The Southeast State Teachers' Association wi1I meet at Farmington, Dec . . 
26,27. President N. B. Henry, of Cape Girardeau, will give all desired in-
formation. . 
The Missouri Valley State Teachers' Association wi1I meet in Kansas City 
Dec. 26, 27, as announced in this department three weeks ago. . 
KANsAs.-The State Normal School building at Emporia was destroyed by 
fire Oct. 26. President Pomroy lost his library and all bis household effects. 
The building cost ,85,000 and was i!lsured. Respecting this the Denver 
rimes says: " The building erected by the state of Kansas at Emporia, for a 
Normal Scbool, bas been destroyed by fire. We have read that the Normal 
School was destroyed by the Legislature of tbat state several years ago. We 
understand that a semi-private, semi-normal boarding school has, during late 
years, been conducted in the building; with little or no help from the state. 
The I?ss of the beautiful building is a seriou; one, but not co,!,parable to 
what It would have been, bad the state fostered and encouraged the institution · 
on its ·original basis, for in that case, a supply Of efficient teachers such a' the 
Kellogg and Norton administration afforded, would have been cut off. Kan-
sas common schools are good, but with an efficient normal school they 
would be better." . 
The following is the list of the successful aspirants in the iate examination 
for te.achers' certificates in Leavenworth: First-grade certilicates,-Laura 
McCam, !:loge; N. D. Ellis, Springdale; Kersey Cook, Lansing; Flora B. 
Dodd, Fairmount; C. O. Hurlbut, City ; Lou Rhea, Easton; L . T. Oliver, 
Farley, Mo.; M. D. Walker, Kickapoo; Mrs. M. L. Anderson, Leaven-
worth; Andrew · Bowman, Diamond; J. H. Leighty, Tonganoxie ; W. C. 
Hubbard, Maria; M. R. Baker, Fairmount; Sallie Edwards, Oak Mills; C. 
W. Bean, Springdale. Stcond.grade ctrtijicalts-W. W. Anderson, Leaven-
worth ; Leonora Masterson, Leavenworth ;- Mary H. Barker, Fairmount; 
Martha Rohr, Leavenworth; C. E . Bodle, Leavenworth; E. B. Dolley, Con-
nor Station. • 
Our readers in Kansas' are particularly invited to send us more educational 
news • . 
MICHIGAN.-Prof. S. S. Jackson, formerly of Detroit, is to teach music in 
the public schools of Lapeer. 
The University 'Chronidesays that there isstiIlsome hope that Prof. Watson 
will remain in Ann Arbor. The citizens of Detroit are bestirring themselves 
to raise $60,000 with which to purchase a new telescope for the Observatory. 
The University students and the "town boys" are threatening each other 
and passing resolutions of buncombe, which betoken a coming conflict ·if not 
several of them. 
About one hundred more students are enrolled at the University than last 
year. 
Prest. .Angell, of the University, has addressed a letter to those high schools 
from which students are admitted on diplomas, informing them tbat bence-
forth German will be received ia lieu of French in courses in which tbe latter 
bas formerly been studied, . _ 
Th~ Bay· City school board is considering the project of buying school 
books and ~eIIing them to scholars at cost price. . 
D~. J. n. Kellogg, proprietor of the Sanitarium, and the Seventh Day Ad-
ventists at Battle Creek, have purchased the academy collection of casts from 
Prof. Ward, of Rochester. 
The Detroit board of education, Nov. II; appropriates $1,147.35 for the 
purchas~ o~ school books for poor children, and $4,256.88 for new books at 
the pnbltc Itbrary. Even.ing schools were reported opened .as follows : . Ab- . 
~Olt street school, 45 PUPI!i;; Fort street east school, 60 pupils. The resigna-
tion of E. J. Hale, teacher of book.keeping at the high school was accepted. 
/ 
" 
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" WISCONSIN -A charter has been issued from the secretary of sta~e's office, 
to Bishop John Henry, Hobart Brown, Charles J. L. Meyer, TImothy J. 
Stron Augustus G. Ruggles, Chartes A. Galloway! James B. Perry! .and 
Hannfbal Woodworth, of the city of ~ond du Lac, glvmg them au~o~lty. to 
establish the cathedral school of the dIocese of Fond du Lac. ThIs. mS.tltu-
tion is to be a school of learning, with full colle~atepowers, to be mamtamed 
as an integral part of the Protestant Episcopal dl.ocese of Fond du Lac. ~t 
is to be located in the city of Fond du Lac, and Its officers are to b~ a pre",-
dent, vice president, secretary, treasure;, and board of twenty dtrectors, of 
whom ten are to be clergyman of the dtocese. . 
Count superintendent Isham, of Walworth,. reports 129 sc~ool houses m 
the couni , with accommodations for 7,500 pupIls; there are In the coU\~ty, 
8 0 chJdren of school age, 6,641 of whom have atte~ded school durmg 
h,97 . 6 4 7'199 have been expended for schoofs dunng the year, or about t e year, .. , .) , . d f h ' h 6 fi t des 
" 8 '1' 241 certificates have been Issue ,0 w IC . are rs gra , 
fP7· 0 per PU~I 'ades and 221 are third grades. Although only 164 teachers 
14 are s~codn t grteacl~ the schools, the number employed was swelled to 
are requIre 0 d ' h " I 265 on account of the changing of teach~rs urtog t q wm~e~ term,-a arfe 
number of the country districts still holding to the pl~n of hIrmlt a new ~ea~ _ 
er every term; again some teachers have taught a wmter term m ?ne .dlstnct 
. and a summer term in another district! and ~oul~ be .reckoned tw~ce In mak-
. 6 Whitewater ha, had 189 chIldren In pnvate schools, beSIde a. larg~ 
mg ~ 5· . th lower deoartments oi the normal school; Geneva had So m pn. 
num ehr ml eWal,"orlh- 67' Delevan 13 ; Elkhorn, 20; Lyons, 25; and Sharon vatesc 00 S; ,... " t. be h f d 
o. Geneva town,hip reports 1,002 chll~ren ~ween t. e ages 0 4 ~n. 20 ~ut onl 674 have attended the pubhc schools dunng the year, Del-
evan to~nship 725 children between the ages of 4' and 20, 622?f wh?m 
' attend the ublic school. The average wages of m~e teachers IncludIng 
I p dl'n the graded schools wa, 41.61; ana of female teachers those emp oye d ' hi. All ' $ 6 68 G eva has the neatest and most comm" tous sc 00 rooms, en s G~,)~e ha; l~~ fi 1e3t school house site. The schools have receiyed $3,479.17 
Income from the state and a similar amount from the county thts year. The 
Hi h scho,ls at Geneva, Ddevan, and EI~horn are at work und~r the free 
higt school law and each received $460 aId from the state. 
C The Denver hi'gh school has arranged for a Course of lectures OLORADO.- . f h rb h' h the proceed; to be appropriated to the mcrease 0 tel rary, w IC now 
contains nearly 1,200 volumes. . . ' .. 
The editor of the Denver Tim" has paid a VIS~t ~o the State . U~IV':rsIty at 
oulder and written an interesting column ~escrtpti,:e of the InstitutIon and ~ da 's ~ork therein. The COUr5e of instrucllon prOVIde. for a normal sc~?ol, 
com
Y 
rising two yea«' study ; a fitting or preparatory s~hool, compnsIng thre~ ear,' study ; a univer>ity course prol?er of four ye:", .study; the latt~r ermi~ its members to elect eith~r a claSSIcal or a SCIentific cours7. The ; irit of students and faculty is 'most .pleasa~t. The Itbrary, called from t~e 
!arne of the donor the Buckingham hbrary, IS perhaps the ~ost valu~ble--:-tn 
fact the only adjunct in the way of a~~aratus, connec.ted :OVlth the Untversl~y, 
Notwithstanding the pro' perous condItIon of t~e Un~verslty, the excellent In-
struction and almost incrediblc res~lts accomphshed In ?~e year, the :ova.nta 
and need; of the institution are patnfully pa~ent to the vlSltor. The bUlldtn.g 
itself seems to be better arranged for a lunahc asyl~m than for a sc~oo!. It IS 
cut up into rooms that no room of sufficle~t ~Ize for the recItation o~ a ~fass of twentv pupils can be found. The bUlldlOg must be ~em~deled .10-
ide artitionS removed and re-arranged, before the ,,:ork of datly tnstruclto.n 
s 'bP c Ily done Again not ' enough furnIture IS at hand. Jt IS can e economl a . , d " ti' b t t 
true that the pupils are all 'comfortably seated urtog reclta ons, u a .morn-
' n excrcises, when eighty persons were squeezed two . ~n one seat, tnto a 
I J,ll rOODl, we wondered why the ch~pel was n?t util~ze~. We. were told ~at no seats could. be provided. Agato, no chemIcal. or phllosop~llcal appa. 
atus has been supplied; no money ho;; been approprtate.d for !aymg out and ~eautif ing the grounds ; indeed the hbrary before mentIoned IS all that ex-
cellen/and hard-workmg faculty have to cheer and help them on ther way. 
ILLINOIS.- The citizens of Highland ParR gav~ a grand banquet to their 
f II w-townsman, Prof. Elisha Gray, on the event?1!t of N,?v. 15. The fes-~ . ~es took place at Highland Hall, and were partlc.'l?ated 10 by several hu~­~;~~ persons from Chicago, Milwaukee, and other Clites where Prof. Gra>: 15 
well known to the people. Prof. E. P. West,?n was master of ceremo.mes. 
o e of the most attractive features of t?e evenIng was ~n elegant. pyraml~ of 
n . nsisting of twenty-five mstruments of dtfferent kmds, whIch 
invenbtlOn" . co ted by Prof Gray among which were the celebrated ~Ie. bave een IDven • J I . " 
r Gray's automatic printer, and other equa Iy Important mventlons. 
p ~~~ Chicago Board of Education has decided to purchase ten set£ of wall-
ma s of W. A. K . Jobnston, Scotland, for the ~se of the schools. The maps 
ar/to be furnished at $1.50 ~ch, and a ~ol!alton to the h?ard of one copy 
. h f Johnston's general physical, clasSICal, and astronomIcal atlases. ea~n ~he Chicago schools, Misses Agnes Wilso,!, Augusta. Hen~~rson, H. M. 
Hathaway, and Mrs. A. McAlister have resIgned the" posltl.ons. Thr~e 
thousarid copies of the annual report of the .board are to be pubhshed. M~s 
O. E . Randall has. been elected head asslatant of the Haven School, "ue 
Mi.s Anderson, reSIgned. .. f th 
I Chicago Miss Rose A: McCarthy has bee.n ~Iected pnnclpal 0 e Thr~p Scho~l, and Miss Carrie G. Adams prmclpal of the Polk Street 
School. d h d I 'th ti Ei hty schools in Iroquios county have ~dol?te t e mo e an me cs 
brghed by George Sherwood & Co., of thIS CIty; These books were reo ~~m:ended by a committee on text-books, which was appointed by the 
teachers' association last summer. 
Nov. 12 Attomey General Edsall notified the attorneys of the NorthwCJtern 
University at Evanston thllt he would, on the 9th of Dcc..mber, mOve to dl . 
miss the suit now pending in the United States u~me Court InYolYlng the 
right to tax the prrperty of the unlvenlty held (or we and "mfit. Thl. cue 
was decided at a recent term of the State u~me Court adveracl" to the 
university, and an appeal WM taken. T he Atlorney General bolds thlt tho 
decision of the State Supreme Court i.! fin~I , and that tbe United Statu 
Court can have no jurisdiction. 
The annu,,1 meeting of the Pike count)' t .. chera' aaociatlon wilt he held 
in Pittsfield on tbe 29th and 30tb inll. P, Ident aateman will ,ecture on 
the evening of the 29th. 
On the 2d inst. lhere WM a local Inflitute at Perry. IlItended br thlrt), 
teachers. Another was beld in GrigJllluille Noy. 16. The new achoo build . 
ing at Griggsville is nearly completed. The COlt U ",000. Pror. Ouell, tho 
new principal, is univenally liked. 
Prof. P. H . Harris, for many year, a teacher In Soutbwestern IlUn I , hll 
taken cbarge of the schools ot Paoli , Kan . . 
In the P~rry high school there have been but two casea of "rdlnc!l Inee 
, the 5th of last December, and in the whole scbool, witb Itn en IIment o( 
232, there were but six cases in the month of ctober. Mr. A. C. Muon, 
the principal , is a teacher of unusual energy and tact. 
The chainnan of the executive commiuce of the ltUe leAcb_' _lotIon 
writes us that that body will meet III Spriogfield, and wllt continue In on 
Thursday and Friday, Dec. 26 and 27. 
The illness of the editor of tbis deputment will explaIn the allJCnca ( 
a line on the result of the recent election. As our rcadcn 3fO aware. tho 
.. written scrolls" have counted Mr. Eller out and Mr. SI.de III. veral 
articles respecting Mr. Slade have appeared In T ll e 't ""LV In the COUI'IC 
of the campaign, and it is not neeeuuy to n:peIlI (1m already pubh.hed. 
Suffice it to say that we shaU have for our chief I4:hool offiecr a man o( un . 
impeachable tntegrity, of tircleu Industry, o( cood Al!bolan!hlp. of und 
judgment, and wbole modesty il equaled only by hit rul worth. He knt>W1I 
the common district sehool a. no other luperintendent Ibo ""te hu eYer bad 
knew it. Every worthy educational enterprise will find In hIm a true friend . 
There will be no doubt as to his IlItitude. He wiU enter upon the dutlea of 
his office about tbe 6~t of the year. M.r. Euer, the defeattd candldale, made 
a gallant race, leading hil ticket in mAny pam 0( the Itatc, but lIot havln" lho 
nomination of botb Nationals and DemOCflllS, a1 In bit Ii"" contest. he faU 
behind Mr. Slade several thouaand votes. Mr. Frank HaU, the Nldonal 
c"ndidate, had no chance from the Ii"", yet be polled an unexpectedly lara
e vote. 
A. J . Plowman is principal of the Eut Ide .!bool III Virden. and l in 
Agnes E . BaU occupies a similar position 00 the WCJI Ide. There Are .ltOut 
375 pupils in attendanee. Supenntcndent.etect I.d" lee1l.red there 7, 
on .. The Improvement of Our Common Scboo~." An teemed corre . 
spondent says: .. A leeture 10 logical and praetlcal, brinjfing bome tttmo un. 
palatable truths to teache ... and parents, Ibo ... not the office ICCker, hut the 
man-a man working not for blmself, but the ROO~ of hi ' k nd. 
Ex-Superintendent E. L. Wells, 01 Ogle, wlU open a Iralnlna aehOllI (ur 
teachers, and a scbool of indiVIdual Inltruetlon, III bit bome In re n, 10 
county. The first term will begin next April. 
OHIO.-Prof. Kedzie, of the KIlDIU AilriCNltural CoII~, IUccecdJ Prof. 
Dascomb at Oberlin in tbe department of Chcmlltry. 
We learn from the ErJ,uaIl'D"al N""IAI)' tbat In. John !:den,ln connec. 
tion with Miss Hall, has opened a kindergarten Ind a klnde'!lV1en tnlnln!;. 
class at the Cleveland Academy. 
Of the tbirty-seven deathl from yellow (eyer In OalJlpoll , three were pu_ 
pils of the pUblic schools. The lut ycstire of Ihe fever I now KOne. but 
diptheria has broken out, and tbere is reM thlll it ma), proye worac Ihln tho 
fever. 
MINNIISOTA.-Superint endent Prior, of the Cblcaco. Milwaukee, t. Paul 
& Minneapolis Railway, has ordered that all the time pieeetl o( the com~n" 
shall be governed by the Carleton collqc oblervaton. 
THE SOUTH. 
KaNTUCltv.-We have about _ t), pubUe achoolJ In Floyd county. II n. 
J . M. Davidson is our county commISSIoner. The Cottnt)' Tc:acbef'll' a. 
tion convened in Prestonbu!'i. Noy. 2.1878. JUII G Hulton pye hi' metbod 
of ttaching reading to bcalnners. J. O. Talbert uplalned ATliplon Alter_ 
nate. Misses DOllJllas and U we May read selectloM (rom McCulray'. 
Readers. W. H. WeddinR\on lectured On peUlnR. Pratoaubura Academy 
has eighty-one pupU. enmfled . Kentuclcy bM qufte a number or candld.t 
fOI the office of Superl nlendent o( Public Instruction. Dr. Hend_n'. op-
. ponenta are all fine scbolars, and aood men, we think; but h I, tho opinIon 
of the majority with wbom we have confcm:d on the lubject that lienclllnon 
will be re~leeted (0 the office be bas 10 lona and 10 ..u.(actorll" filled. We 
are much pleased with the WelUtLv. OAMMA. 
MARYLAND.-Pro(. J . L . DiIDUl of ProYidenee, R. I ., will ai"o next April, 
III Jobns Hopkins Uniyenlty, a courac o( twenty leelul'CI en Europe duriac 
the Thirty yea ... • War. 
'rBxAS.-All the profeuo ... In the new IlIIlItution jUll opened at Tylcr to 
be known as East TeUl Uninnlty, are from Soothena coli.., Th'~. 
dent iJ Prof. T . L . Norwood, (ol'1llcrly of the UoIymlty or Nonh Carolina. 
,"', 
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A. J. Cassidy, Monroe county; Discussion. 2.00, , .1\[ , .. Duties of couuty s!lpe~intenden~s ill 
the !ichool-room" Suot. W. E . Parker, Bucnanan county; !)upt. \V. ~. Ford, Jackson 
county· D iscussion Tltur.rdt.,y 2 P. M - HlmpfovemenlS to be made 111 our Country 
School;,' " Supt:J . D . Hornby, Harrison county; Sup~; F. . Frink, <;~dar co ... UO(y. Discus~ 
~ton. 1-30, p.M. "Course of Study in Ungraded Schools. Sllpt.H . n. l odd, Keokuk county, 
Supt. J H . Koons, Polk county. DiscussJon. JOHN \V. ROWLBV, Pres. 
SANDUSKY COUNTY, OHIO . 
'tEACHERS' AsSOCIATION.-High ~chool Room. Fremont. S.atu~day. NOli. 'J3, 18,8, be· 
g!nniDg at 10 A. M. PROGHAMMH.-Founoon Session.-I. MUSIC, '1 Need Thee Every 
Hour;" Fremont High School <..:hoir: 2. "Ortho~raphy," .1. B. Love1a:nd'"Fremont. 3· 
"Hislory in Common6chool,s," Prof. Bennett, Green ~prmgs . 4. Mus,l,c- \Vhere Hast 
Thou Gleaned To-day !" High School Quartette. 5. tt J hen and No.w, : Mr. Bert Lem-
mon Clyde 6. " Ocean Mu,.ic o. High School ChaIT. After noon 5e!stOll-1.30 r. M -I. 
Music' The Fannu's Glee" High School Choir. 2. "Gr.lmmar," Supt C. W. Oaks, Norw~k . 3. · "School Gov~mment/' Prof. C. G. Cosgrove, Cleveland. 4 MUSIC. Vocal 
Duet Misses Amsden and Ferguson. 5. "Astronomu::al Geography," Supt W. W. Ross, 
Frem'ont. 6. "The \Vants of Ungraded Schools," General Dj~CUSMOD . 1 Music, HGath_ 
ering Home,.' <I'lIgh School Choir. \\'. V. )lARSH. Scc~etary 
Practical Hints ·and Exercises. 
WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. 
From a Paper by Prof. HOMER 13 SPRAGUE. 
.. You cannot make the examination everything," says Whewell, " without 
making the love of knowledge nothing." The most vital results of schools 
are things of which a written examination takes no note. It measures brain 
and brain only. It can show nothing of vocal or physical training; nothing · 
of manners or morals; nothing of the student's truthfulness, purity, consc;· 
.cntiousness, courage, modesty, patience, honesty, manliness or womanliness; 
nothmg of his respect for law, obedience to righlful autpority, reverence .for 
what is sacred, love of country, love of liberty, love of humanity; n~thingof 
those aspirations and in'pirations which a teacher should above all things 
seek to enkindle,--that lolty illea! which a teacher should · incessantly strive 
to create or make vivid, without which life must be a failure, and with which 
it must be a succe<s. If we mu<t ch )o.,e, let our children have an ounce of 
high resolve rather than a ton of learning; lei their teacher build in them a 
lofty character·, even . if she stows in their memory but 'half as many pages 
of geometry, or language, or hi,tory, or phYsic>, or pbilosophy. " + * 
May n<;lt this examination bu,iness be overJone? Undou.btedly. The chief 
business of the teacher is to teach; not to pllmp facts and ideas into the mind 
daily, and out of it weekly, fortnightly, or monthly; b~t to train as well as 
feed, to discipline rather than fatten, and promote nimbleness rather than so 
many pounds avoirdup>is. Evidently, too, a limit to the frequency of exam-
inations is to be fOllnd in the labor which they impose upon the teacher. This 
labor, where classes are large, is enormous. I know the true teacher will 
not shrink from it. I have nothina but admiration for the heroism, the mar· 
tyr spirit with which I have seen the devoted teacher lug home those barrow· 
lo;'ds of answers, over which I knew she would toil all day Saturday and 
Sunday. To me, much meditating on these thin~s, and having a class of my 
own of over a hundred students to examine in English literature, a plan' oc-
curred whereby to short<;n and lighten this herculean labor. At the exami-
nation each student is directed to write. her name close to the right upper 
~l'rner of t\te sheet th ,t is to contain .her answers. When the answers are 
comp1e;ed, let her carefully tum down these corners in two or three folds, so 
a. to conceal her name. Wilen the claiS noxt assembles for recitation, redis-
tribute these papers to the pupikso ·that no · one receives back her own; di. 
rect each pupll tll write her name at the .top; then, with the class, gll carefully 
over every question, pointing out witb great fullness and exactness the proper 
a.nswers, calling upon the students .to ask freely any question as to the theme; 
nit(l, as we pO-.s from quesiion to question, require each student, using her b"est 
j ud~ment, to check every error on Ihe paper before her, and to estimate and 
oiark there, in .the light of all explanation, give.n, the value of every answer; 
The exercise is an exceedingly u,eful , one in criticism, every student feeling .. 
that her own judgm~nt is liable t., he rejudged by the teacher, and will cer. 
tainly be rejudged by th·e unknown writer of the answers on the paper before · 
her. This exercise also fixes in the mind, as hardly anything else could, tbe 
sali!:nl points in the t'pic, eumined. Thu; the ela .. have done the work 
usually done by the teacher; for the estlm~tes so marked down will be found, 
in- nhie cases out of ten, to ·be sufficiently correct. .. - - ,.. , ., 
I say su./licimfl), corrtcl; for, except in rare eases, it is enough to know 
that a student pa.!iS~" , ur fail~ to pa:;s, Wifhr)ut.estimatillg precisely the merit or 
demerit. I do 11·)[ wi;h t,) know. much les, do I wish tfum to ·know,. their 
relative st"nding. Time.spont ill fi,{uring up the exact percentage,-and a 
good deal of valuable time is so spent,'-with a view to publishing a list of 
names in the order of merit, is often worse than wasted. Com petiti ve exam-
inations held for such a purpose are often, if not always, a nuisance. They 
cannot be a fair test of merit, a fair basis of such rewards and sucb punisb-
·menls . . You cannot thus gauge fidelity; yet fidelity is better than brilliancy. 
Shall she who neglects -big" scbolarship and toils to aid a sick mother or su~­
port helpless brothers or sisters, be shamed, and she who for bigb scholars~lp 
neglects them, be honored? Competitive examinations in high schools gIve 
a fictitious and enormously exaggerated importance to petty differences in 
scholarship; create needless and painful anxiety in many breasts; puff up tbe 
successful with silly pride, an·d fill the unsuccessful witb sillier envy; over· 
stimulate tbe very ones who need no stimulus, and discourage the only ones 
that most need encouragement ; inspire a feeling of mutual enmity and 
Isbmaelitism, rather tban of mutual helpfulness and self·sacrifice; as if suc-
cessful competition were the proper aim and end of man; as if society were 
not an accession of helpers, but a concession from hurters; as if life were a 
scrub race for honors to be won from others, -every man for himself, and the 
adversary for the hindmost. What wonder that there is cbeating! "A good 
and virtuous nature may recoil" under great temptation ; but when disgrace 
awaits those who stand relatively low, thougb they may be absolutely higb .; 
when the spi'rit of self· aggrandizement rules tbe hour; when intellect is 
everything and heart nothing, and _the ChristialHule is exactly reversed,-then 
look for envy, jealousy, suspicion, malice, cheating, lying. May we not lay 
it down ,!-S a general rule that school examinations should be qualifying, and 
not comp,titivt? _ .. 
Another very common abuse is cramming. EmergencIes occur tn the pro· 
fession of law, and sometimes in other occupations, wben one must, in the 
shortest possible tim.e, collect, answer, digest, and utilize, a v""':t m:,"s of 
facts; tben one must cram. _ It may be unavoidable, but the reactIOn IS se-
vere. It breaks health and shortens lif~. There is no need 01 such. spurts 
'in school. The preventive is si alple and effectual; let the class never know 
when the examination is to be held; let the intervals between examinations 
vary,.,...somehmes two weeks, sometimes three, five, seven. \Vhere recita. 
tions in any branch of study occur dally, there should, perhaps, be from five 
to ten written examinations in a year. The utter uncertainty a< to the tIme 
of .examinatiop., its liability tQ occur any day, holds the student faIthfully to 
his work; for he must be in constant readiness to give an account of his 
stewardship. The heat which bums up his body and brain when concen-
trated into a few days or hours, is a. gentle and healthful warmth if diffused 
evenly through several weeks. In his lessons he learns to slight nothing, 
omit nothing, be ignorant of nothing, leave nothing to cbance. To get ·this' 
habit of thoroughness, this principle at fidelity, inwrought, as it were, into · 
the student's very being, is of itself almost a liberal education. But if he 
knows that the recitations · count for little or nothing, and that months will 
elapse before he is to be subjected to t\te ordeal of a written examination, the 
temptation is well nigh irresistible to put far off tbe evil day, neglect daily 
tasks, and trust to luck, or genius, or cunning, or cramming. 
It would be a great mistake to make the written examination a mere test 
of what.the pupil has actually learned. The value oi the knowledge lies in 
its us.. In every set of examination questions there should be at least one to 
iest his originating power, to show his ability·to wield principles, his force of 
rea, oning, keenness of analysis, and justiee of synthesis. Indeed, it hardly 
needs to be said that all through h IS course of· study it should be a prime ob· 
ject to draw out and cultivate this power of original thought, thIS penetrat-
ing, inventive, creative power. Many of!"y pupils , du.ring ~he last year, 
gave from fifty to eighty original demonstrattons of propostUons m geometry. 
Was not this better than to memorize the whole of Chauvenet? 
It is clear that much of the utility of written exa~inations depends ~pon 
the wisdom with which the questions are selected and framed. There IS no 
work of a teacher. supervisor, or examiner, that requires more consu~mate 
skIll than tiiis. Yet how few examiners know enough to separate the tran· 
sient from the permanent, discriminate between knowledge that m~t be kept 
in readiness to do serviCe at any moment, and knowledge that, havlD~ served 
its purpose as· discipline, and given its essence to strengthen the mmd, may _ 
without loss be forgotten! How many teacners ~ti ll survive of the good old 
sort that drilled longer and bored· harder on circulating decimals, or greatest 
common divi~ors,. than on simple interest? 
HOW T O TEACH GERMAN. 
By DR. ZUR BRiicKE~ 
, • DAS . LICHT.-A KINDERGAROEN LESSON. 
·T I-iE teacher lightS a candle (zUndet eine Kerze an ) and places it on acan-
r dl; -stick on the school desk; Sie redet die Klasse an (she addresses 
the class) . Kinder, hier 1St dn Licht; sehet ihr -das Licht; (here is a light ; 
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do you gee the ligh!)? Die. Kinder anlworten; Ja, . wir sehen dns Licht 
• (yes, wC see the light.) . . , ' " . 
The teacher laking a p,ecc of paper, alld saymg, hlcr 1st elD Stuck Pap,er, 
(here is a piece of paper), lights and ~olds it io the flame ; say~ng , ~inder, 
sehet, '(look) das Papier brennt; die Flamme brennt das Pap,er. All reo 
peat with the teacher, das Licht brennl d.s Papier; die ~Iamme brennt das 
I can scarcely believe Ihal tbe culuare oblalned from a co1leJ{l&lC educatiou 
lends to producc "Ioudn .... " of cbaracter or ",elf Ulenion" In woman. 00 Iho 
contrary I think it inculeat ... rtji,.,III,III and Il IIItHi~. '1 "I/-N/i""u, which ~.rc 
allogether desirnble. Acconlinl: 10 my observation, the "foudnesa," the "poob" 
the "rail,.oad~rs" are '0 be foun,l among the IgnorAnl clalf-'lr amonllbooe 
half educaled, who, having nOlhillg higher to filllheir minds, devote Ihelr en· 
. tire IhoughlS and time to drtsi. 
Papier; das Feuer brennt da. Papier. . . 
Again, the teacher remarks: D~s Papler -~;t · v~rbrannt; das F~uer hal 
das Papier verbrannt; die Flamme hat da. Pap,er verbrannt; das LIcht hat 
elas Papier verbrannt; the light has burned Ihe paper, etc., etc. 
Again, suppose for Ihe sake of lU'JIument, thai college life bali alendency 10 
produce in woman a slrife or ambition to IrCAd ""me of Ihe bl&ber palb. of 
life. Who bas the right to uy her "0), ' 
~o sball forbid her to fit b4!l'1lelf for tbe ',/;,..",," Ihe "HI'," tbe "shill)," 
or the "I"" , .. 
The - teacher mly now question her pupil~-Kinder, wo ist das Papie~? 
. Karl hebt die rechte Hand auf, und antwortet; Das Papier ist verbrannt. 
By what compulsion sball sbe be forced 10 aeeepc tbe ·'monotonc.ul," "UII' 
dramatic dUlies of housewife and motber, bceauJle, fonoooth, lome illiberal, 
narrow·viewed men would demand lucb duties from their wiveal 
Let Ihese men seek the.ir wives from Ihe dal< of Ihe ulleducaled, who nn (Charles raises his right hand alld repli~s, tbe paper is burned.) . 
The teacher may 1I0W light another piece o[ pape; and call attenhon to 
the smoke, saying, Kind~r, da's Papier brennt; hier ist Rancb (Ihe paper burns, 
here is smoke); and the children may all say, ich seh' den R auch, das Pa . . 
doubt will be mosl co"tr~UU to Ibelrtaste. S. II. C. 
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pier brennt; ich seh' den Rauch (the paper bur~s, I see the sm~ke'1 . 
The teacher may now act as if she were smel"ng smoke. sayong, Ich neche 
den R auch; ich kann den Rauch riechen. All the cbildren repeat : Ich 
. rieche den Rauch; ieh kann den R~uch riechen. 
Auain the teacher says: lch rieche mit der N ase; lch kann mit der l'fase 
riechen. Karl, du kannst mit der Nase rie?h~n, nicht wahr ? (nicht wahr, 
can't you?) Karl replies: Ja, ich kann mit meiser Nase riechen. (I Clln 
smell with my nose.) . 
Again, Ich kann mit der Nase athmen . . (I can breathe with tbe nose.) 
Heinrich, kannst du mit der Nase athme'.'? 'Antwort: Ja, ich kann mit der 
Nase athmcn. Teacher says, Ich kann auch mit dem Munde athmen (I · clln 
also brealh with my nose.) Lena, kannst du durcb den Mund athmen? 
Teacher repeats with the pupils: Ich kann durch de Mund und durcb die 
N ase athmen. (I can breath through the moulh and through the nose.) 
Teacherexplains: Wir kBnnen Aile mit der Nase riechen, ·means we can 
all smell with the nose. Wir kBnnen Aile durch den Mund und durch die 
Nase athmen. 
. Durcb here means through,-the nose and mouth , they being the passages 
for the air; durch may also signify, by means 9f. . 
. Now, [or the gake of impressing as fully as possible, on tbe minds of the 
children, the words already .g!ven, the teacher repeats with them the foregoing 
sentences as a 
Rtsumi: pointing out each object in lurn: Ich seh' das Licht; Ich seh' 
die Flamme; ich seh' die Kerze; ich seh' den Leuchler; ich seh ' das Pap,er 
nicht; das Papier ist verbrannt. 
Pointing to theno,e, the teacher say., ich habe eine Nase; ich habe einen 
Mund: ich athme mit dem Munde, nur mit der Nase kann ich riechen, (ollly 
with the nose can I smell.) Ich athme mit dem Munde und mit der Nase. 
Suggestion: The teacher may continue this exercise during two or · Ihree 
le"ons, making them short, varied, and as interelting as possible. But Ihe 
children should be questioned individually, at every step, and then as each pu. 
pil gives a correct answer, ihe whole class shonld repeat Ihe same, al leasl 
twice. The more repetition the belter, so long as the teacber ron keep up 
the inler",l. 
THE GIRLS AGAIN. 
. To Ike E ditors of the Weekly : 
I desire to write a few lines expressing thanks to Mr. Lowrey for his kind 
championship of those women who are strivmg ~fter a higher education. 
It is refreshing to read, now and then, an ~rtlcle from Ihe pen of a libel'al· 
minded man, with broad views and w~o conSiders matters .from the >tandpoint. 
of jmtice and equalily;. even though It calls out the e1e~tflca\ counter·currtlll 
which launches upon our defenceless heads the tbunderbolts of the editorial 
sharp.shoote". 
The narrow·minded view which so many men have taken, of tbe life and 
duties of woman; the fact that they almost monopolize Ihe columns of the 
newspapers, and that wom~n being so preoccupied \\~th family duties bas not 
clearly presenled the subject frpm her own point of view, has given a fnlse 
idea to the public,-so that not owy most men, but many of Ihe ,u~a~'r·",j"dttl 
women COincide in this false ideal held up for tlie guidance of woman. Thus 
it is th;t woman, laboring under so many disadvantages to rise aliove Ihe 
semi. barbarism which formerly character.i~ed the history of woman, regards 
:os the voice of a benefactor one who takes so firm a stand for justice and . 
woman as does Mr. Lowrey. '. 
In my belief, not only does the higher .. developmenl or the intellectual fac· 
ulties belter fit woman for Ihe office of wife and mother, because of ber ability 
thus to train Ihe young minds committed 10 . her charge, but it enables her 10 
meet with calmness and patience Ihe ills and adversities of life which so gall 
and fret Ihe undisciplined mind . ' 
QUESTIONS NOT TO liE AN WERED. 
To the Editors Df 1111 Wtt~ly: 
We would very much like 10 have the following questi"n. d~u ",I III your 
valuable paper, becausc we find auth.ll'$ dlugree on them . 
I. Is 10, the sign of au infinitive, a pn:posltion? Ir not, what I. itl U It 
is, then is it not proper to auign CASe to verbs? 
2. In the sentence "1 wi,h him to go," Is 4;", the direct Object of wiJA, 
or, Mm 10 CO' the objecl, and Ai", the subject o( 10 p , 
S1'UOCIIT. 
[We cannol afT"rd to give SP\CC 10 questions like tbe .c: or their aMWml. 
All that can be said on "to" as Ihe alp of the Infinitive mode Is ... lIy ac. 
cessible in ordinary books on grammar. If u::;ludent" will take Ihe lrouble 
to look np the matter in his lext-books be will obtain mucb m Jre profil tban 
he would (rom any discussion Ihat would be likely 10 lake placc In Ih .. 
W EEKLY. 
Without any doubt in our own mind .. ~,. .. ID /{O" Is the direct Dbject!of ..u~. 
But upon Ibis poi;'t aUo authol'$ differ, as "Student" knoft. Wbo shaliletlie 
it? While we desite 10 m:tke this clrrespondencc ·,Iumn o( tbe UlmOfit aero 
vice in any way and every ".y ponlble, and while we Invite qllestlons all" 
leiters upon any and all subjects, we must eaw e a rlKid selection In Dnler 
to keep tbis departmellt from b:comma w~lsom. and Ulel-. We bope no 
questioners will ever be discouraged Dr offended I and Ihat all readen will 
approve our COUl'$e. For one Ihlnlt, we have decided thaI Ibe proIltlCII and 
interminable discussions upon pelty If;U1\matlca1 points .bell not Invade Dllr 
·space. 'Now this dO:5 not mean tbal nothln& on pmmar or lanlU&le will 
be admitted. AnyLhina new, or novel, or profitable; an)'lhlq bearina upon 
methods of teaching 'Ir examination In these lubjeeta, an,lhlne upon wbleb 
it is not easy to find Iighl, will be IIladly welcomed, BUI we abllli be alow 
.to admit question. tbe discuuion 01 wbieh eoln ptlf, those only wbDare (ond 
of splitting hair., or tbole who lack the Indu~ry and earne<tncsi 10 seck for 
informal ion which is ample IUId 10 be readily (uund III common books. We 
shall be sorry if what we bave sali Iball ba.,. the effeel of cheeklnl the lIow 
of queslions mnd correspondence which hilt so bepplly let It. and we lrusl It 
will not have thaI efTect.-Eos.) 
THE RANK HELD BV THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKI. Y. 
To Iht E ditors 0/1111 Wu~/, .-
I admire the W&&KLY for its fcarlca, manly utteraucc" no Im' tban for III 
ability and enterprise. I think h, for an educallonal neWlI'.per, ahead 0( all 
its compelitoN. Tbe fraternity IIced' just .ucb a wide awake paper, both (or 
their own Improvement,lUId to represenl them to the world, Aller all clIO I. 
done and said, the schoolmaster il tbe potent (actor or the repcablic. Wltb tbe 
right men~men of character, carnest, Inlelligent, "rong. Inle-Ia the scbool· 
room, mobs, rebellion. jalla, poverty, immorality, IIUUI dIJap\lear. Iparanee, 
only, fostel'$ evils and wronjla. Ma)' liod fpeed tbe good time. 
AUSTtN, MINN., tD, 26, '7 . 
• JAItI IQI M. Llnl. 
GF.OM'ETRY. 
To th~ Editors of flu Wu~ly: 
W,ll you oblige the wroter by proposing the followlnc pro"lem f"r IOlullon? 
it 1$ found in the new edition or Davics' LqeDdre pare 262. \ 
"I.f two .sides of l\ trilUlllle are prolonred beyOC:d Ihe Iblnl .hle, .bow Ihat 
the hne. bIsecting this included IUllle lUla Ibe exterior alillet all roe I In Ihe 
same point." ' F. 
. -A GermlUl tea dealer in lhls city dl.played the follnwlna allin, In'Cfibed 
m large lettel'$ on II pieee of pastebolnl, &I bl, d()t)f', Ihe utbcr day. "Cun. 
bouter 40 Sen II lb." 
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PROFESSIONAL FACETI.iE. 
A' schoolmistress is said to be a "strapping 
woman" in the eyes of her pupils. 
A Scotch schoolmaster. having r~peatedly and 
I\t last angrily demanded of tbe pupils. " Who 
signed Magna Charta?" a little girl ttemblingly 
replied, U Please, sir, it was na me." 
Professor (looking at his watch;: "As. we have 
a few minutes I should like to have anyone ask 
questions. if so disposed." Student:" What time 
is it. please ? .. 
"Speaking of the different kinds ot taxes." 
queried the teacher. "What kind is it where whis-
kyis taxed?" "I know ... ·said one boy. holdlOg 
up his hand. "Well. what is it?" .. Sin tax." 
shouted the young' f ammarian. 
" Don't stand there loafing." said the master of 
a grammar school to three students standing :where 
they shouldn't, "We're not loafing." said one of 
them. "there are only three of us. and it 'takes 
'leven to make a loaf." 
"Sound." said the schoolmaster. "is what you 
hear. For instance. you cannot feel a sound." 
" Oh. yes. you can." said a smut boy. .. John 
Wilson." retorted the pedagogue. "how do you 
make that out ? What sound can you feel?" 
" A sound threshing." 
A tutor of a college. lecturing a young man on 
the irregularity of his conduct. added with great 
pathos: "The report of your vices will bring your 
father's gray hairs with sorrow 'to the grave." .. I 
beg your pardon. sir. replied the pupil; " my father 
wears a wig." 
Master : "You say Alfred the Great was a very 
excellent king. and did much good' for his subjects; 
now give me an instance of his good deeds." 
Small boy (just recovered from a billious attack and 
the paternal wrath) : "Please. sir. he burnt some 
nasty. unwholesome cakes that would have made 
the shepherd ill." 
At a recitation in anci~nt history an auburn-
haired student, tempted thereto by the assertion 
that "that the Egyptians were in the habit of sacri-
ficing red-headed girls to the devil," put the ques-
tion : "What did they do witli the red-headed 
boys?" and the professor answered unto him .: 
"They, supposed they would go of their own ac-
cord." . 
PUBLISHERS' DEPARTMENT. 
BACK NUMBERS of the WBBKLY will be furnished for 
Bo~:d C~~?u:'!C~orU~~i~7:hH~~prllo~:,a:~dbe had for 
'5.00. Covers alone, 15 cents . ... 
If,notice is scnt us of a missing number immediately on 
receipt pf the "ext number, we will mail it free. Always 
give the numlJer'of the paper, not the date. 
In ordering a change In the address of your pa~er. always 
• ~~::s~~h.rno;:d~ce and state from which you Wish the ad· 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
.2.50 per year (So Nos.); " .50 per volume (25 Nos.). In 
clubs of ~ve, $2.25 and '1:35. In clubs of ten, '2.00 and 
'1.20. 1 hree month. on tnal, 60 cenU. Sent·to Public Li. 
braries and Reading Rooms for $2.00 a year. Payment in. 
va.ph~Ira!~ :~~~~pald for by each subscnber is on the ad. 
dress·label. The paper will not be sent beyond that number 
unless the 8ubscnption is renewed, which should be done 
two weeks m advance. . 
Remittances should be sent by r~glstered letter draft or 
postoffice money order, payable to VAILB at W1H~HBLL: 
.TERMS OF ADVERTISING. 
Pe.r line, RJatc: meR!~re, 10 cents each insertion. When a 
special location IS chosen, 12 cents a line. Special Notices 
in Publishers' Department, 25 cents a line. I 
Special rates for twelve, six, and three months' contracts. 
Orders from Jltra.Dien must ~ paid mopihly in advance. 
da~:~r i:~~~.ld be received by Saturday noon, preVIous to 
... Each advertising page of THB EDUCATIONAL WBBKLY 
· l::~;::rt~~fin~.umns, each column ten in~hes, .and one 
No advertisement wlll be inserted for less than one dollar. 
Address all commuDicatioDl to 
VAILE & WINCHELL, 
8. AshIand Block, cor. Clark and Randolph SIS. 
Chi_o,m. 
The Educational Weekly. 
-There are many county superintendents in the 
Western States from whom we have never received 
even a postal card. We shall be glad to hear from 
every such one during the next week. 
Clubbing List. 
One copy ofTHB EDUCATIONAL \VBBKLvmay.beobta,ine.d 
one year in connection with either or the followmg perlodl. 
-Editors of educational columns in the weekly ~~{obe~~l:~d ~~iilid;ac~n:e~i!ii:r~~nb~~ t~~t~~~~~ 
papers of the country are invited to send copies of both must be subscribed for at the sallie time, but thf:y need 
their papers to the WEEKLY. We shall make a not be to the same address. If more than one j ournal, or 
thorough revision of our exchange list about the any not named, is desired, send us a po~tal ca~d a.c;king for 
Ii f J d Id b I d k rate.. In all cases full payment must be made In advance. rst 0 anuary, an wou e p ease to rna e_ J - - R lar CI""6i~ 
negotiations with local editors for effecting some 'fF,!iu. Pric.. 
H new, 3 00 4~ 
new exchanges. ~. . . I Advance, renewal, '3 00 ·$S 05 
-Thanks to frends for returning 'back numben ~~~e~~n~Jn°.h~' ! : ~ !~ 
of the WEEKLY asked for, The supply of No .. 87 Barnes' Educational Monthly, • SO 3015 
is now exhausted. , and we shall be gl"d to extend Ch.cago Weekly Jouroal, 1 25 3." 
subscriptions one. week for , ev.ery copy of that Chr~tlan U~'ion, Jnte~-Oc~an, ; ~ ! ~ 
number returned 10 good conditIOn. Eelecllc Teacher, _) - .00 3 os 
-Remember our rule of practice to drop every 
subscriber's name from, oudist when his subscrip-
tion expires, unless we have orders to the contrary. 
The last number of the WEEKLY paid for by each 
subscriber follows his name on the address. See 
to it that you renew in time to preserve a complete 
file. We are frequently unable to supply orders 
for b~ck, numbers. 
-County superintendents will do us a favor by 
sending us programmes of county teachers' associ-
ations, and brief reports of the Same. Si>eclmen 
copies of the WEEKLY, with prospoctui CIrculars, 
will be furnished for all such meetlOgs. 
-The publishers of the WEEKLY are making 
no great offers of premiums o. extravagant prom· 
ises of good thing; for their subscribers during 
1879, but they are derermined that THE E~~CA­
TIONAL WEEKLY shall be the best teacders Jour-
nal published in this country, as well as the cheap-
est. Let the friends of the WEEKLY speak for it. 
-Every teacher,' a.sociation should appoint a 
committee on educatJonai juurnals. and this com-
mittee should report a resoluti!ln embodying their 
views of""' the need of such journals; and they 
should. if possible, reeommend one or more jour. 
nals to the association. after carer nl consultation 
with the old'er members, and should then be au· 
thorized to solicit subscriptions at the best rates 
they ,can obtai" from the county superintendent or 
the publishers. 
OPINIONS OF THE WEEKLY. 
We believe THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY is Ilu 
b~st of all educational papers. ' Its outspoken, fear-
less, independent manner is worthy of praise.-, 
Prin. W. H. Gardn~r, Hanov~r. Ill. 
Every article i. fresh, interestmg, and practical. 
I shall take great pleasure in calling the attention 
of the teachers of Ogle county to your paper, and 
in urging them to subscribe for it, 'if they wish a 
weekly paper,- Supt. J ohn T. Roy. Og/~ Co .• III. 
I consider it the cheapest, most I ractical educa-
tionaijournaim the West.- J . T. Muir, Windsor. 
Mo. 
I think your paper just what the western teacher 
needs.-Supt. y. A. Smith, Sa"nd~rs County, N~6. 
To the teachers who are desirous of taking a good 
educational paper. I would recommcnd THE EDU-
CATIONAL WE&KLY.-Supt. H. G. Wilson, Cass 
(ounly. indo . 
I find it growing more interesting every week.-
E. T. Brisco~. Charlott~ Hall. Md. 
THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY comes to us this 
week brim full of good things. It is one of the 
most ably-edited school journals 10 the land. and 
for a western teacher the most desirable of all.-
Supt. E. R. Carr, Andr~w County. Mo. 
Teachers have seriously felt the need 'of some-
thing to brace them up, something to tell them how 
and something to keep them posted. They ' want 
to know who is progressing and what is the motive 
power of said progression. These and a multitude of 
other requirements are met by THE EDUCATIONAL 
WE,EKLY.-Supt. E. B . Trutsda/~, Phren;x Mine. 
Mi&h. 
Harper's Weekly, 4 00 550 
" Bazar. 4 ("0 550 
Magazine,- 400 5 50 
Independent, renewal, 3 00 5 10 
If new, 300 490 
International Review, 5 00 6 25 
Lippincott's vI agazine, 400 5 25 
Littell's Living Ae:e, new, 800 925 
Literary Notes, - 1 00 300 
Monthly Reader, - 50 2 58 
Nation, - - 520 693 
New York Semi. Weekly Tribune, 3 00 ... 75 
New York Weekly Post, · 1 50 350 
New York School Journ~l, • 2 00 385 
North American R eview, 500 625 
Nursery, J 00 33S' 
Ohio Educational Monthly, 1 50 3 35 
Pennsylvania School Journal, 160 350 
Popular Science Monthly J 5 00 600 
Primary Teacher, 1 00 305 
Scientific American, 3 :20 ... 95 
Scribner's Monthly, 4 Q!) 5 50 
St. Nicholas, - 3 00 ... 65 
Wide Awake, - - 200 3 -75 
Youth's Companion renewal, 175 
or U new, _ . 1 7S 3 60 
Addre.. THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY, 
Chicago, 111iDois. 
COmlJetitive Examination Paper. 
'I'H'S IS the same (orm and 9.uality or paper as that used 
work bfo:~h;~~:~~!~iJr~:J ~1t~~::!~d ;:r ~hic~~p~~~~~ 
St<tte Examination!. in Illinois. It is manufactured in two 
sizes (size A and size B), the first 8XIO}i, and the s.econd, 
8x'3 inches. PRICES REDUCED AGAIN: • 
. Si;e A. Size B. 
1 qUire, :2", sheets, . ..... . ........ . . . ... , .10 '.12 
5 quires, 120 sheets,........ ..•• ....... . ... 5 .56 
; ~e~~:e:~'sh:~~~.e.~ts~ .. ::::: ::: :::::: .: J :I:~ ~:: 
i ~~i H~h~~~i.;;;;;;{;;;{:{{{~{/ , ~~~.' JE 
~~:~!:i:~~ :~::~;::::::: ~~ :.:.:::: .. : l:~~ ~~:~~ 
Ig ~::::; :;~ :~::~;::::::~:: ::: :::: ::~: . ~:6~ ;~~~ 
It desired, it may be had with printed headin&"s, with blanks '" 
(or recording the name, subject, per cent, etc • . Filty cents 
. per ream extra will secure it all printed. -
The above prices are our lp west trade rates. No further 
discounts are made, a'i these prices are gladuated according 
to the size or the order. 
Postage and express charges must be paid by the purchaser. 
Send the money with your order . 
It is especially recommended to county superintendents 
who wish to preserve a file of all such papers. The "Ll_ 
brary Binder" wili be rurnished ror pres,erving lhem in book 
form (or 3S cents a nd 50 cents respectively. This binder was 
used by the Chicago tioard or Education and the State De-
partment or IllinOIS (or binding school work for the Cen-
tennial. 
Principals and superintendents can have their local deal· 
ers orJer from us, ! nd thus easily secure uniformity of pa· 
pers from all pupilsJ!n written examinati.ons. . . ..... 
Orders for special SIZes, styl6. or quahty of paper win be 
filled at correspondiLg ra tes . Samples will be sent upon re-
ceipt of letter Ittamp. 
' Send all orders to VAILE & WINCHELL, 
Ch.cago,III. 
BARNES' PATENT FOOT POW-ER M ICHINERY. . 
1 ~ different machines with which tlBuilders, Cabinet Makers, Wagon 
Makers, and Jl)bber~ tn mi .cellaneous 
work can compete as to QUALITY and 
P" ICB with steam pOIl-er maDufaqllnn~. 
U ill Se. t l'{ac!ti,ies ON TRIAL if 
desired. 
Say where you rea·J this and send for 
catalogue and prices. \V. F.~ & JOHN 
BAJtNBS, Rockford, Winnebago (;ounty, 
IIhnois. eu 
DO Dot buy Watches, J ewelry, Novelties or Notions be . fore sending for our price list. $#.,' frO" ' Chi ' eyu LAMOS & C ., CajIO. 
$1:: t $20 per day at home. Samples worth 'S e_ ,,0 Address Stillion & Co., portland, Me.[eca 
